AN EVIDENCE-BASED BRIEFING HF DN EER

“Guaranteed Band 7”

“1% 7 ﬁ”

Somebody is promising you a score they have no way of delivering.

BEAEARAE NP ER——TtRATE R M.

I want to be careful here, because plenty of honest teachers use confident language, and I am
not calling them liars.

X—NHERBRFEE—L, REWKLHEMESABEINES, RAZERMIIBIT.

But there is a difference between “most of my students improve” and “guaranteed Band 7”, and the
difference is not marketing style. One is a claim about the past. The other is a promise about something
the person making it does not control.
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Nobody controls your band score. Not your teacher, not your school, and not me.
EEABITHIRN D . MVEIMTEE, TG, KB

The short version

fEiXEhR S

A band score depends on your starting level, how much work you do, and how you perform on one
particular morning. A teacher controls none of those three. What a good teacher can promise is
method, feedback and honest assessment — and if that is all they promise, take them more
seriously, not less.

DEECRT=MHE: FHER. RSN, URMFEE—TRENEE, X=4, ZBM—HETHR T & IMaeAER
BHiE. RIBSHEMTEE——NRMRAEXLE, EFEINENEM, MAEHER.

PART ONE - F—Zf5

Three things nobody teaching you can control
=HEBIMERIRTHE

This is not pessimism. It is the reason the promise cannot be kept, and it is worth understanding before
you pay for one.

XAZEM. XBIBMAELEZRRANRE-——MEMAENERZE, EEERERZ.
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GUARANTEED BAND 7

“RT15”

Your starting level.
A candidate at Band 5.0 and one at Band 6.5

Deen Cox IELTS

fREVEE .
50 0MEES 6.5 pNELE, FENHETERFE. — P HAEAEHERZERN

need entirely different amounts of time. A RE, EORNER—FZHMREN.
course that promises the same outcome to
both is promising one of them something it

cannot deliver.

IRIEIRIMBBI S
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The work you do between lessons.

Writing improves when you write and receive
feedback. A teacher can set that work and
mark it. They cannot do it for you, and most
of it happens when they are not in the room.

ERHYROKIF,
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Test-day performance.

Nerves, sleep, the topic you draw, the room.
These move a score by half a band in both
directions, and nobody — including the
examiner — controls them.

Notice that IELTS itself never promises a score, and never publishes a timeline for reaching one. The
organisation that owns the test is more careful about this than the people selling preparation for it.
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PART TWO * &%

How the guarantee usually works
BB “R9” BREAIEE

Read the terms. Almost every guarantee I have seen is a refund or a re-enrolment promise, not a score
promise — and the conditions do a lot of work.

BFN. HARHLFE “RY” , EHLMBREHE ARG, MARDHAE——MARLEMINFHA REEEFRNARRE,

1. Attendance and homework conditions. Miss a class, submit late, skip a mock test, and the
guarantee lapses. Since almost everybody does one of those at some point, the condition is doing the
real work.

EBSELFMS. R—RIR X—RBRIFL. F—RIEE, ROBMER. M/IFEIABSLH E—F——FrUEEEFRN

XM,

2. Re-enrolment rather than refund. “Guaranteed” often means you may repeat the course free. That
is not nothing — but it costs the school very little, and it costs you another few months.

EiFmIERE. “RY” FEERETUREER. XHIFELNE——EETHTMIBRERE, WRADNEXLTH.

3. The entry filter. Some guaranteed courses only admit candidates already close to the target. The
guarantee then looks impressive and risks almost nothing.
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PART THREE * =%

What to ask before you pay
g5 A TREA ) §

Five questions. None of them is aggressive, and a good teacher will answer all five without hesitating.
ANERE, BAREIL, M—MFEIISERMGMMELEEIE,
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1. What exactly happens if I do not reach the score? Refund, re-enrolment, or nothing? Get it in
writing before you pay, not after.

1 MRRAESER, RIESEAH? BE. 5, ERAAEEE? THAEPESERE, F2F6E.

2. What are the conditions? Attendance, homework, mock tests. Ask how many students actually
qualified for the guarantee last year, not how many were offered it.

2. MiNRHRHA? HE). (Rl #BE, BEE: EFEEENERDFHNEZDOA—MAZE S D ABAE T RD.

3. Who marks my writing, and how often? This is the single most useful question. Writing improves
through marked practice, and marking is expensive — so the answer tells you where the money goes.

3. EIEENEE, ZA—R? XEREAN—NRE, SEE “BRHEES #A, MitBRR—PMUBERSERIFET
FMET,

4. Can I see a marked script? Not a model answer — a real student's work with real feedback on it,
anonymised. If nobody can show you one, ask why not.

4. BEF— I MEXID? REEX—MRERFENE T, TERRME, ERRA, MRKAEZLR, BRI L.

5. What do you think is realistic for me? A teacher who says “eight weeks, guaranteed” before
hearing you speak is not assessing you. A teacher who says “let me see a piece of your writing first” is.

5. RBEFHHERIR T ARBMEN? ERIFMRFEISIERR “\BRT B9EW, FHLBETEMIR. M “TARE—RIFNIE
Y, 7=

IN SHORT « —f)igE4

What to do with this
XX ELH

A guarantee is a marketing decision, not a teaching one. It tells you about the school's confidence in its
sales, not in its method.

RAB—NEFHRE, FEEFRE. ERANEVMRHENE D, MABXHERE Do

Judge a teacher on what they can actually control: whether they can tell you which criterion is holding
you back, and what to do about it this week.

HH—NEIN, BEMEERIEFINAA: MEFERSIFE, BW—ITUEORERETIR, URX—EZEAN.

And apply it to me. I do not promise a band score anywhere, in any book, and I never will. What I
promise is a method and the reasoning behind it.

X—HFWIERERS L. REEA—FB. EAMASHFFREDY, UWEtFs, REENRSE, UNFGEEENEE,
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SOURCES * SE R

Check every one of these yourself
S—F#iErE &M

Information correct as of 8 August 2026. This brief describes practices I have observed in the
market. It names no school and makes no allegation about any particular provider; the guarantee
structures described are common, and many are offered in good faith. The point is not that guarantees
are dishonest — it is that a score is not a thing anyone can guarantee, so the promise must be doing
something else.
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