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The L1 Transfer Self-Check

FiETHEER - OTERXRSEEN

A four-layer recording audit for Chinese-speaking candidates.

First-language interference is not one problem — it operates at four distinct layers, and most study material only ever addresses the third.

Record yourself answering three Part 1 questions and one Part 2 cue card, play the recording back, and tick every item you actually hear. Do
not tick from memory.

FEIBFEE 0, EENNRR, MAZHETHEMIAREZR, BRTZ Part 1 BIZEM— Part 2 KEZE, BIHRRE, REIHARK
4 —— FEFIEIZFE,

Sound EZE ——REF

ftt1, # and & are written differently but pronounced identically. Under pressure the tongue reaches for whichever comes first.
(J 1said “he” for a woman, or “she” for a man.
FHiB she AL T he, HERIRK,
(J 1did not notice the error at the moment | made it.
BHEHMESTE 2GRN,
(J 1t happened more than once in five minutes.

ENHREI T FLE—R.

Grammar EiE —— &K
Mandarin links a subject straight to an adjective. Carried into English, the verb “be” disappears.

(J 1 dropped the verb “be” — “She very tired”, “| interested in music”.
IRIE T be ThiFE,

(J 1used present tense for something that already happened.
BEELENESERIEN,

(J 1left out “a”, “an” or “the” where English requires one.

TR T 7EiF a/ an / theo

(3 1 used a singular noun where English needs a plural.

ZRAEHHM S AT 825,

Lexis LR —— BE55E
The layer almost every course teaches — and the easiest of the four to fix.

(J Itranslated a Chinese collocation directly — “open the light”, “play my phone”.
BB SOBEENER T 323

E] | said “very delicious”, “I very like it”, or “learn knowledge”.
7T Tverydelicious) Tlvery like it] X2 5%,

(3 1 confused bored / boring, or interested / interesting.
JE7 T bored # boring, I interested 1 interestingo

(J 1 opened with a memorised phrase — “With the development of society...”.
BTEIEFk, B30 T'with the development of society... o
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Rhetoric &#E —— itRliiF

The deepest layer, and the one candidates almost never hear about. Chinese rhetoric builds toward its conclusion; English states the point first.

(J 1 gave background before stating my position.
KB, ERS

(J My Part 3 answer never landed a clear opinion.
Part 3 FYEI B IR 4A H AR =,

(J 1 expected the listener to work out my point for themselves.
KRINTE =B SHEERIM S

(3 1circled back to the same idea instead of developing it.

RESZEE—I R, MAREFILR,

THE CORRECTIONS HPMEBRHHNELN

What each layer needs

Ticking a box tells you where the problem is. These are the corrections that follow.

PRI, HEAREN—R. TEENMNAIE.

LAYER B&R WHAT TO DO B4

1-Sound Not a knowledge gap — a habit. Fix the gender in your notes before you speak, and monitor
EER every “he” and “she” consciously. Drill it for one week.

2 - Grammar One rule covers most of it: every English clause needs a verb. No action verb means you need a
EEE form of “be”. Check articles and plurals in the same pass.

3. Lexis Learn confusable words as pairs, not as single words. Replace every memorised opener with
iwCE specific, natural language. Never translate a Chinese collocation directly.

4 - Rhetoric State your position in the first sentence, then explain, then give evidence, then link back. Practise
EBEHE answering the question before you supply any background.

Any tick in Layer 4 outweighs several in Layer 3. Coherence is scored on whether the examiner can follow your point — not on how
many words you know.

FBOEGH—IN, LLE=ZFELPINEE, Coherence FEHEEERETRE LIRS, MARIRIANIRZ /A,
METHOD E4RAXHKR

How to use this sheet

Record Three Part 1 answers and one Part 2 long turn. A phone recorder is fine.

5

Play back Tick only what you actually hear. What you remember saying is not evidence.

1))

Count Most candidates tick in three or four places, not everywhere. Those are your patterns.

it

Repeat Re-record in two weeks and compare. Fix one layer at a time, deepest first.

En

Adapted from Chapter 12, IELTS Speaking Mastery: The Complete Band 7+ Guide. The full evidence briefing on first-language transfer — including
the seven highest-impact Writing fixes — is at deencoxielts.com/briefing.html. No score is promised anywhere in this material; what a self-check
offers is a way to find your own patterns.
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