A FREE CALIBRATION SHEET REITSWER

Marking Calibration

SR
The same answer at Band 6, 7 and 8 — and exactly what moves it up.
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Most teachers mark by instinct, then worry they are being too generous or too harsh. This sheet is for calibrating that instinct
against something concrete.
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Three answers to the same question, at Band 6, Band 7 and Band 8. The content barely changes between bands. The language does.
That is the whole point — and it is the single most useful thing you can show a student who believes they need more interesting ideas.
[1]
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How to use it
VA

Read the three answers with the annotations covered, and decide where each sits. Then uncover the notes. Where you
disagree with the annotation is exactly where your calibration needs work — that disagreement is the useful part, not a failure.
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“Do you enjoy your work or studies?”
"(RERIRE TIEEEF ULIG?

Cover the notes below before you read on. (1]

FRETAREREE T, [

BAND 6

Yes | enjoy my study. It is interesting and | learn many thing. | like my teacher and my classmate.

BAND 7

Yes, | do. The subject is interesting enough that | rarely notice the time — last week we had a project that kept me going

until midnight without my minding at all.

BAND 8

I do, very much — though that wasn’t always true. What | appreciate now is that there is always a problem worth wrestling
with, rather than a set of things to get through. If | hadn’t switched fields two years ago | doubt I'd feel half as engaged, so a

fair amount of it was luck rather than judgement.
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Why it moves from 6 to 7
MenE 75, BETHA

® Vague adjectives give way to something specific: rarely notice the time says more than interesting and costs no more to say. Note
that no connecting formula was needed — the answer stops asserting and starts giving evidence, and that is what does the
organising.
ELRIT AL 128 B{ARIZRPR: rarely notice the time Lt interesting 158 %, MBEATEE I, 515, XEFREEFMEEE
EiE——[OEZEN TS A GIHE", ALERESHLMmER,

® A concrete example is added, and basic errors (many thing, classmate) are gone — lifting both Lexis and Accuracy.

MANT BAEGF, EEER (many thing. classmate) SHK T ——iaC 5 EHERREH.

Why it moves from 7 to 8
M79EI85, BETHA

® A complex structure appears — a mixed conditional (If I hadn’t switched... | doubt I'd feel...: a past condition with a present result)
— and it arrived because the meaning required it.
BT EREM———NESEIIES (f | hadn't switched... | doubt I'd feel...: IEMEH, MENER) ——MAEHHERZEER
NERBEE, FEATER,

® The tone is more natural and personal, the rhythm varies, and the answer ends by conceding that some of it was luck. Giving
ground about yourself is one of the clearest signals that you are thinking rather than reciting.
BREBA. BEOAL, TRELZN, HERZUWHEDPE/LSER 5L, BEXNECILY, B ERE MIFEE R REEN
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PART 2 FZZ%H

“Describe a skill you learned.”
"R —IRFE AR EE,

For the long turn, the Band 6 version stalls in one tense and one time zone. Each higher band adds time zones, range and feeling. (1]
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BAND 6

I want to talk about driving. | learn driving two year ago. It is difficult but | practise a lot. Now | can drive. It is very useful for

me. | am happy | learn it.

I'd like to talk about learning to drive, which | took up about two years ago. At first it was genuinely challenging, but the
more | practised, the more confident | became. These days it has become second nature, and it saves me a huge amount of

time. I'm really glad | persevered.

BAND 8

I'd like to talk about learning to drive — a skill I'd put off for years out of nervousness. When | finally started, | found the
coordination surprisingly demanding, and | stalled constantly in those early weeks. Looking back, what carried me through
was sheer persistence. Nowadays it’s completely automatic, and it’s opened up far more of the country to me. In the long
run, I'd love to take a longer road trip. Honestly, the real reward wasn'’t the licence — it was proving to myself that | could
push through something that initially frightened me.

Why it moves from 6 to 7
M6REN 75, BTHA

® The single tense gives way to a mix — Past for the learning, Present for now — and the more | practised, the more confident |
became adds a complex structure.

B—IATH T RENS——FERTEN, IIRAMER —— the more | practised, the more confident | became AN T —
HTén*ll‘go
® Precise language (second nature, persevered) replaces very useful and happy.

FEEMIES (second nature. persevered) EXfXT very useful 1 happyo

Why it moves from 7 to 8
M7 73EI85, TTHA

® All four P.P.F.E.™ time zones are present — including a genuine Future (a longer road trip) and a reflective Elaborate stage with real
feeling.

PPEE™ BN E|EE2IBHE I — —SIF—PNEIEMRE (alonger road trip) , UR—NHELIFRNREWE
* The language is consistently idiomatic and varied (put off for years, sheer persistence, push through something that frightened
me). Continued at this level, it would comfortably fill the two minutes.

SBAZME R Z#E (put off for years. sheer persistence. push through something that frightened me) o LUX N 7K/EAR SRR T2,
Iﬁﬁﬁlﬂl«ﬂ%%\iﬁmo

“The content barely changes between bands. The language does.”
"NEEZHEZELFEE, THNEES. "
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IN THE CLASSROOM TEig¥ L

Four ways to use these

e B S

o Rebuild, don’t copy. Give students the Band 6 answer and have them rebuild it to Band 7 using the frameworks. The most
common failure here is students copying the Band 8 wording verbatim — the point is the moves, not the words. (1]
BE, MAERY, 86 0BRAEFE, iILMNBERIECERT 7 7. XERBINKREFEERFRIVSDER——ER
SR, FRIPLF, U

9 Name the criterion, always. Not “that felt off” but “your ideas were strong but the grammar stayed simple — that is capping
your Grammatical Range.” Students improve fastest when they can hear which criterion is failing. 2]
IARRRITNT, AR"BRERK", MERNARRE, BEFi—BERERE - —XEEEEMRENEED" . FEEITHEMN—
TREHEISRERY, #E Bk, 2

o Two fixes, never twenty. A recorded answer can contain twenty errors. Choose the two that cost the most marks and leave the
rest. Over-correction overwhelms students and teaches nothing. [2]
M MELE, XEFE_—+1H. —BRREETRE-TLHEIR. EHISRZNHEL, HRd, dEUBRRSEEFE, 4
EFR, 2

° Remember what Band 7 is not. A Band 7 speaker is not error-free — they recover well. Reward a student who paraphrases
around a word they have forgotten; that is exactly the skill the test rewards. (2]
B 7 DFRERM 4. 7 REEHIESHIR——MIIRMERTF. FETHNBEEFCIRNMGE, B4 TIAAI——BIERZ HXER
mEES, 2

One thing this sheet will not show you
MBI TESM—4E
A-R-E is a shape, not an order. On the page the Band 7 answer looks like Answer then evidence; in speech the join should be

inaudible. If a listener can hear where the Answer stopped and the Reason started — a pause, a gear-change, a phrase that
arrives on cue — the structure is showing. Mark for the seam, not for the three parts. [1]

AREZB—NTR", FR—NRF. EREL, 7 7ERFERE WEHIEE"; BEOEF, BHENIIRFFER, NMRR
FZREITH Answer TEMPELESR. Reason MHBEFFIE— —— MR, —/RikHs, —AANERNE S - —SWMELERT . 1/

B TS, AR =8, U
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SOURCE ¥ iF

Where this comes from
HEEH &

Every transcript and annotation here is taken from the books, so what you calibrate against matches what your students read.

A E—EEX 5ERINBHEH, ERRENTTE, SRFERINTE—E

[1] Cox, D. IELTS Speaking Mastery: The Complete Band 7+ Guide — Chapter 2, §2.2.2 “A-R-E Is a Shape, Not an Order”; Chapter 14, “Score in
Motion: Annotated Band 6 = 7 = 8 Transcripts”, §14.1-14.3.

[2] Cox, D. IELTS Speaking: The Teacher’s Guide — §1.4 (the four marking criteria), §1.10 (marking and giving feedback), and the Chapter 14
teaching notes.

Using this with your classes

TEIREGIRE LA

Print it, mark from it, pass it to a colleague — free, with attribution. The full Teacher’s Guide, with twelve lesson plans and the
assessment templates, is licensed to schools and teachers rather than sold. Details at deencoxielts.com/licensing.html

BIFTEN. AJAFITS. AIRARITT——RE, FHAHLRR, BN (BTAH) (E+2EHXRS5HERR) RBRERS
BIMENI A, FAFFHEE. ¥ deencoxielts.com/licensing.html

About the author. Deen Cox is an IELTS Specialist, author and curriculum developer based in Beijing. He has taught English since 2005 and is the
author of the Deen Cox IELTS Series. He has completed IDP Education’s IELTS Teacher Training Program, gaining certification in Understanding
the Assessment Criteria for both Speaking and Writing. He is also co-author, with Mike Wattie — a former IELTS Examiner — of IELTS study
guides across all four skills; Mike Wattie read the Speaking Guide in manuscript. deencoxielts.com

XF1FE&, DeenCox RRItEMHTBER. FESIEREALRE, M 2005 FRMEFINEHE, 2 (Deen Cox HERT) BIEE.
B 5ERK IDP Education BB EUMIZIIRIE, BSOBSSERIN GFOERE) L. M3 551 EZEE Mike Wattie 5=
PO BER B EEH; Mike Wattie BRI 1BIERAIPFE. deencoxielts.com

IELTS is a registered trade mark of the British Council, IDP: IELTS Australia Pty Ltd and Cambridge University Press & Assessment. This is an independent preparation
resource, not affiliated with, endorsed by or produced in association with the IELTS Partners. Band levels shown are the author’s assessment for teaching purposes and are
not official ratings. A-R-E and P.P.F.E. are proprietary frameworks of Deen Cox.

IELTS WEEXWEE S IDP Education Australia Pty Ltd REFAZ LRI SETFEREMEIT. AXABIEFERR, SHEINAERE. BEPHESEXR. X
ROENEERETHFENBAET, HIFEHITD. ARES PPRE /I Deen Cox IEBHFHELR,

© Deen Cox. Print it, mark from it, pass it to a colleague.
© Deen Coxo RIEHITEN. BFHHD. HLARIT.
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