EXAM CHANGE BRIEFING - DEEN COX IELTS SERIES

The Screen Changes How You Write

MZRER « ZRABREMTA, BIREAE

Computer-delivered IELTS in mainland China from 1 September 2026

The test partners are explicit that content, task types, timing and assessment criteria are
unchanged — and they are right. The change is to your writing process. Your writing process is
what Coherence & Cohesion assesses.

EARHERT. FEHAE. EE, K. IOTRESFRE — XBXWH. EHZRMHEEIRE, MEEIREER ERSHE)
IR AR,

1 What changed, and what did not [T, HiLegar

Every line below is the test partners' own published position, not an interpretation.

LUTIAER LSRR, HIEER, RIMNBUBEA ST HE,
ITEM TiH STATUS K&

Content, task types, difficulty Unchanged. A Task 2 essay is the same essay, with the same 40 minutes,

ERRNE - A8 - #E on paper or on screen.
Assessment criteria Unchanged. TR cc LR GRA — the same four, weighted the same
WARESINTAEE way.

Paper-based IELTS, mainland Ends 1 September 2026. IELTS for UKVI in mainland China moved to

China computer-delivered earlier, from 1 July 2026.

FEAMEHREZ

A “Writing on paper” option Not offered in mainland China. Some markets have run a hybrid;
IE{EARE %EIN China's announcement does not.

Speaking Still a face-to-face interview with a human examiner. Computer-

& delivered refers to Listening, Reading and Writing.

Results turnaround Roughly 3-5 days, against about 13 for paper. This matters more than it

H 43 Bia] looks — see section 5.

Verify at source. Dates, centre availability and fees are set by the test partners and can change. This is a
teaching commentary, not an official notice.

ZRHBH. ERTHSEAUEAQENE; AXEHFTIE, FEEAE,

2 The mechanism nobody announces &ARQEMANE

Most coverage of this change is about typing speed, screen fatigue and the on-screen word count. Those
are real, and minor. The consequential change is not a rule — it is a removed cost.

REZMOTIREFRITFERE. FRES. FEAIT — BEEYN, BHE/NF. AEEENZUAE—FIE, ME—THKREX
Y=L )2 %
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On paper
HER

On screen
MZEBE

The trap
FERHTEXE

Where it costs marks
N7EMRE

Rewriting a paragraph was expensive. Crossing out and re-copying cost minutes
you did not have and left a mess the examiner would read. That cost quietly forced
a decision before the pen moved: what am | actually arguing?

H—BIEHANRE — ERiEEENNE, E2BTEEEENRN. XMNELHHEIRTEE)
ERISRTE: RERERIEHA?

Revision is free. Backspace, select, delete, retype — no trace, no penalty. Nothing
forces the decision any more. You can start a sentence before you know where it
ends.

BREMA, FERE, RN, TREEEAREABEEMTHMRE
BIE R BHER FFIATTFo

fRA] LITEE A FLE A F1E

Free revision only helps a candidate who uses it. Under exam pressure almost
nobody goes back and restructures — they keep typing forwards. The discipline
paper imposed is gone; the freedom the screen offers is not taken up. What is left
is four paragraphs that each drift somewhere slightly different.
EBRERRMNENRELRNIAER. EMEAZTIFEAREEN, ARIEZ—BE T, &R
B HERNERET, REANEREAL, FTHEREBESHNXF.,

cc Paragraphs each pointing somewhere slightly different is not a grammar
problem — every sentence can be correct. TR In an opinion task, a position that
was never decided cannot be assessed as maintained.

The computer does not change what is assessed.
It changes how you compose — and how you compose is exactly what
Coherence measures.

MERREEF 4. ERBIRELT — M EAS) ERERSHIEETHNRE.

This is the same weakness the 6.5 plateau briefing describes. Chinese rhetoric builds toward its
conclusion — #2#&%%& — while English states the point first. A candidate carrying that habit was partly
protected by paper, because paper made them plan. The screen removes the protection.

XIER M6.5#i8L ERENENE: PIGEARS, WURIERG; EUTENR. TEXMIMNEE, IERERIPE — DR
BT, NEEXERIPERET

3 Typing is good for template users. That is the problem. #EiRfa - k¥

The usual framing is that computer delivery rewards candidates who have memorised openers, because
they can produce them faster. That is true. Follow it one step further and it inverts.

BEOGER: NIEXNETRIRASH, BAMNEERITHR XENN. EBFTE—Y, fitakIF.

A memorised 25-word

opener
—MNERFFL

Who uses it
A

BY HAND F5 BY KEYBOARD #T¥

Around 90 seconds, and it hurts. Around 25 seconds, and it barely
registers.

Only candidates willing to spend Effectively everyone who knows one.

the time.
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A phrase is recognisable in proportion to how often it is seen. “With the development of society...” was

valuable — it makes it far more common, and a common opener is a louder signal that what follows may be
rehearsed.

B EEUREESH.

Professional judgement, not measurement. The two figures are illustrative, not measured: handwriting
under exam conditions runs at roughly 20 words per minute and steady typing at roughly 60, so a 25-word
opener costs about a minute and a half by hand against about half a minute by keyboard. | have not counted
openers across scripts and neither, publicly, has anyone else. This is a prediction from how marking works,
offered so teachers can test it against what they see this autumn — not a finding.

4 Put the cost of paper back in, deliberately B4%894s, BEmEE

already drilled widely enough to be spotted on sight. Cutting the cost to roughly a third does not make it more

—MIFRINENEE, BURTFEHAMER, BANEI=02—, FRIULEEER — ISUECERER, MEER, #BRERTE

The fix is not to type more slowly. It is to reintroduce, on purpose, the one thing paper used to impose for

free: a decision made before the first keystroke.

BARADEAZRRIE T FEE, MEXMICRABLRFRHEMNIGEMER: ERTFE—MRZA, TMTRE.

# ADJUSTMENT A% PROTECTS fR&#F
1 Write one position sentence on the scratch paper before you type anything. TR CC

Twenty seconds, one sentence. If you cannot write it, you have not decided yet —
and four paragraphs are about to prove it.

BFIFH, EEERELET—AUZE. —+8, —@iF, EREEK, MBEeREE.

2 Type your four paragraph points into the answer box first, as a skeleton, then write cc
over them. This uses the free-revision advantage instead of ignoring it, and the plan
lives where you will actually look at it.

TR ERERITHEDELSER, BEREAES. XARHEALT MENRTMAE],

3 Treat the on-screen word count as a checkpoint, not a target — glance at it twice, TR
not continuously. A live counter pulls attention toward length and away from
argument. Length is not a criterion; development is.

BEFHAUERER, TRER — 2BBRE. FHRAZTONE, RIERAT Zo

4 Reserve the last four minutes for a read-back with your eyes on the screen, not the GRA
keyboard. Typos, dropped articles and missing plurals are far easier to miss on
screen than on paper.

BHEEES %, REIFEEE—B. H#E5. 8§, EERELULERLLERSRE,

5 Practise on a standard external keyboard, not your laptop or your phone. Test —
centres use desktop keyboards; muscle memory built on a different layout costs
minutes on the day.

BimEIMNERESS, TERBEEFHF.

6 Know the interface before you meet it: no spellcheck, no autocorrect, —
cut/copy/paste available, timer on screen. Every minute spent discovering the
interface is a minute taken from composing.

RETAERE: REHEKNE. REEELE, AIUSTEHM, FE LEEiTiEs.

Do this in every practice essay from now on — not on the day. A habit introduced under exam
conditions is not a habit; it is one more thing to remember while the clock runs.

MIERE—REIMXIFY, FEFIERER, Z7LIRIMBSEREINR, RRZ—HEIZNE,
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5 A faster result buys you the same score sooner H59EHR, REEREZIE—1N9E

What shortens
TRNRMHA

What does not
/RR%.LE’JT&EH’A

The predictable error
AT LAY SRR

A reasonable rule
— N BB

Results move from roughly 13 days to roughly 3-5. Sittings are more frequent.
Rebooking is quicker.

The time it takes to change how you write. That is measured in weeks of deliberate
practice, not in days of waiting.

A short gap between result and rebooking invites retaking before anything has
changed — three sittings, three near-identical scores, three fees. The speed is a
genuine benefit; spending it on repetition is the waste.
HRS5EZZENER—E, REASEFTAESHZAMEEE: F=X, E5
B, R=RERA. HAREEE, IBERETEE LA BRE,

=TS

Before rebooking, be able to name in one sentence what you will do differently. If
you cannot name it, the next sitting is a re-run.

ENRBZET, KA—AIERERMXIREMH AT —HFNE, HALE, T RAMRRER

6 Speaking is unaffected — and that is worth saying iERZ§E0

The Speaking test remains a face-to-face interview with a human examiner. Nothing in this change
touches it. But the habit described in section 2 — answering before deciding what the answer is — is the
same habit that flattens a Part 3 response. Fixing it for Writing fixes it for Speaking, which is the
argument for treating this as a thinking problem rather than a typing problem.

MENESEEENENEAMNE, ZRBEUTER TR B% 2 HRAEBNIER
MR, AEFREE, DiEL—ERm,

3 B R —

TRREEEMIIREIE — 1EZ Part

Method note %75 %1%ER

The facts

The argument

On the descriptors

Credentials

The transition dates, the unchanged-content statement, the absence of a paper
Writing option in mainland China and the results turnaround are the test partners'
published position. They are reported here, not derived. Verify at source before
you book.

The claim that removing revision cost degrades planning — and that this lands on

cc and TR — is professional judgement, not measurement. It comes
from watching Chinese candidates plan and write in Beijing over roughly ten years.
No frequencies are quoted because none were counted.

The assessment criteria are named and paraphrased. The official band descriptors
are not reproduced here; they are published by the IELTS partners and should be
read at source.

Certified by IDP Education in Understanding the Assessment Criteria for both
Speaking and Writing (2026). IDP is one of the three organisations that jointly own
IELTS. This is a teacher-training certificate — IELTS has not endorsed this briefing,
the books, or the classes.

No score is promised anywhere in this material. Results depend on starting level, test-day performance
and examiner variation. What a process fix can honestly offer is the removal of a predictable, self-inflicted

deduction.

EXFEBERMD I fEMIAERRN, RREMFREE—DHHLN. B2EMRIND.

The full briefing and the free self-check sheets are at deencoxielts.com/computer-exam.html. Corrections welcome —
if you are seeing something different this autumn, get in touch.
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