AN EVIDENCE-BASED BRIEFING HF DN EER

The Computer Test Myths
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Paper is going. What actually changes — and what does not.
REBRY T, REMAHALET, 48%,

By the time you read this, the decision has been made for you.
FIREF XD XHEY, XNREBEEMMET 7o

The IELTS Partners have confirmed the mainland China timetable. IELTS for UKVI stopped offering
paper on 1 July 2026. Ordinary IELTS — Academic and General Training — stops on 1 September 2026.
After that date, mainland China is computer-only. [

BEEDHEENH T HEAMNIER, BFRERIERBRNBEEEHXEF 2026 £7 8 1 AFLAEE R, ZERE (F
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I have watched the reaction to this for weeks now, and most of it is panic being sold back to the people
who are panicking. So let me set out what actually changes, what does not, and what is worth doing with
the time you have.

XJLBHR—ERESMRE, MERKRED, FIRECREMZLEETREIA. FIURRHBR: FAENET, 4%
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The short version
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The official announcement states that computer and paper delivery are consistent in content, question
types, difficulty, assessment dimensions and marking criteria. [l Mainland China has run both formats
side by side since 2021. [Yl One thing genuinely changes for your technique, and it is in Listening.
Almost everything else being said about this is noise.

EAAERHREIR: NESHEZTEERNE. B8 BE. IFEEMTOTE LRS- Y FEKMEE 2021 £E£#E
ST RHT. AEESKERERAEAN, RE—#F, TN, HRAEHDHEBZRE,

PARTONE - $—&F4

The dates, from the official announcement
gk CREEBARLS

These come from the announcement published on the official Chinese-language IELTS site. Do not take
them from me, or from an agency, or from a group chat. Check them yourself at chinaielts.org and book
at ielts.neea.cn. [1

UTERRBERBZXPINESMELBNAS, FERAED, BARBERAHNAHEENGE. EBSE chinaielts.org #Zxt
, FHE ielts.neea.cn RF, [
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IELTS for UKVI Paper stopped 1 July 2026 — already gone
ATREZIERERNESR HEBF 202657 B 1 BELE

IELTS Academic & General Training Paper stops 1 September 2026

TwE (EALSHENE) HETF 2026 F9 B 1 HEFLL

The last paper window July-August 2026. Paper sittings fall on Saturdays.
=ENEREERO 2026 &£ 7-8 B HREIFIIIER 7N

Scores you already hold Unaffected. Valid for the usual two years.
REEZEIRMR S TREM, TBENRERBHARNSEEN,

The announcement also lists what computer delivery gives you: results usually within three to five days,
more sittings — several days a week and more than one session a day — and a registration deadline three
days before the test. [

RERNFIHTHENIAADS: REBEEEE 3-5 KAH; THES, —FAZKR. —XZ1; REHBLFEFI3H, [
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Four things that genuinely change
HIEFSTNGE

Only the first of these will change how you should practise. I have put it first for that reason.

XUHEER, REF—HSAEERZMRNGI AR FIURBERERIHE,

1. Listening: ten minutes becomes two. On paper you wrote answers on the question sheet and then
had ten minutes at the end to copy them across. On screen your answers are already recorded, so that
transfer time disappears — you get about two minutes to check. [?

7. +oHhERFERM. REZN, MEEBZREEIAE L, REETIHESIETE R, NENEEEERN, B
B2 SR ——FARA R EMD T, 2

2. That is the whole change, and it is bigger than it looks. Those ten minutes were where a great many
candidates quietly fixed their spelling, their plurals, and the answers they only half heard. On screen
you have to be right in the moment.

THMXA%, BEELETE, B+2%, ERRESZFLERREBEHE. BEH. UKBLRFNFENEZHEHE,
MEERME THE .

3. Writing: a word count, cut and paste, and no spell check. The screen counts your words for you
and lets you move text around, which makes restructuring far easier. It does not check your spelling.
Typing errors are marked exactly as handwriting errors were.
5f: BhF#git. MM, BREHENE. RESEMEFY, HATFRBHESE, RBRENERSES. BE

fEREHE, 1THENE, MUEIEHENIE—FN9.

4. Reading: highlight and notes replace your pencil. You cannot write on the passage, but there are
tools to highlight text and attach notes, and you can copy and paste answers — which removes a whole
class of transcription error.

% BREIBIANNTHE. FFEEXELST, BAUEEXAE. FMIERE, ErUEGEER ——XEEHE
BT —BEAEEHER.

5. Speaking: nothing changes. It is still face to face with a trained examiner. [1! [
OiE: #EEAEL, NARSZITINEERME#T, 1B
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PART THREE *+ B=%%

Four myths, and what is actually true
KR, UREL

Now the part that is costing people money.
BETRXHSD, EEILEZAERZ.

X MEEM NEESD

“The computer test is harder” / “they mark it down”

The official announcement states that the two formats are consistent in content, question types,
difficulty, assessment dimensions and marking criteria. [l Mainland China has run both in parallel
since 2021. [ This is not a new test; it is the same test on a different surface.

EARSHBRR, FHEREAS. B8, #E. WIFEETIIRE LRF—%. M PEXMKES 2021 £EERMER
H17, UXFRR—7HEiR, RRE—HF AR T MEIE

X IFEmMTT

“Slow typing will sink me”

Writing gives you sixty minutes for roughly four hundred words. That is not a typing test. If you can
type four hundred words in an hour — and almost everyone can — typing speed is not your bottleneck.
Planning is.

E1EE 60 D5 KL 400 1, AARZBITFREN L. MRIREETE—/NRRFTTE 400 3A——JLFFE AEBRE——I AT FRE
TERHHEZN, MBA R

X HEiERENEED

“Grab the last paper sitting, whatever it takes”

This is the one that does real damage. Booking a rushed date in an unfamiliar city, before you are
ready, to avoid a screen that marks you by identical criteria, is a bad trade. Sit when you are ready.
There will be more computer dates than there ever were paper ones. [

X—FIEMBRARETE. AT BASRIZRFIET DN RS, MERESFHE, B— I EERTN RS 1—
REXERYE, BEFTEE, NENHREALEUTEFNREHS, [

X ME&EEEE Lo

“You cannot mark up the text on screen”

You can. There are highlight and note tools built into the Reading interface. What you cannot do is
scribble freehand. Learn where the tools are before test day, not during it.

ALl FRRERETSSMERTIR, MAERMNEETFRS. BESHMIEIRUEREY, MAREHYPA K.

“It is the same test. The surface changed. The criteria did not.”
‘BEBFER. THEHE, FERE 7
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PART FOUR - FMER5

What to do with the weeks you have
FTAE, &Mta

In this order.
FXAN IR

1. Do the official computer familiarisation test. It is free and it is linked from the official Chinese
site. One hour with the real interface removes most of the fear, and all of the fear that comes from not
knowing where the buttons are. [?

EMEFINEEIMEIE, £5E, EM LGSR T/ NREELRE, 8EHRAORE——LHEEM “REEzd
EME” 7RI, 2

2. Redo your Listening practice with two minutes, not ten. This is the single highest-value change
you can make. Practise writing the answer correctly the first time, not fixing it later.

BIRHEIEMAE D, FE+SW. XZBMEMBOENIEERSH—IHRZE. & “F—BUEXN , MAR “FEBNL

3. Type your practice essays. All of them, from now on. Not to build speed — to find out which
words you habitually mistype. Everyone has a list. Yours is probably four or five words long, and you
can fix it in an evening.

MIERE, GIEXLEBITH. FRATHEE, MEN THRLERIRIETHENRIL ML 8PIABE—HXEFRER,
ROARBEME M, — PR LRLEES .

4. Learn the highlight and note tools until they are automatic. Fumbling for a tool in Reading costs
you the same as not knowing the answer.

BERMERTASITRAE, THAREERTA, RANFASHMER 8.

5. Then book when you are ready, not when you are frightened. More sittings, faster results, and a
three-day registration deadline mean you have more flexibility now, not less. [

e, ERESFHEHERSE, MAREMFRSHENIHE, HREZ. HOER. RABIERIFRA=R——FINENREE

BEKRT, FRTNT, W

INSUMMARY * /&

Where | stand
ES4:0kvRY]

The dates are real and they are close. UKVI paper is already gone. Ordinary IELTS paper ends on 1
September 2026 in mainland China. [

HiETRRHEN, MAMERE,. UKVIREBELR, HERBHEET 2026 F£9 B 1 BEPEAMRKLER, [

One thing changes your technique. Listening gives you two minutes to check, not ten to transfer.
Practise for that and you have handled the transition. [2!

HIENERANIFE—HE. MHREHHRAIHRE, MARTIHET, BX—R5T, SEMRTRT. @

And the test itself did not get harder. Content, question types, difficulty and marking criteria are
stated to be consistent across both formats. [l Anyone selling you panic about this is selling you panic.
MEREEHEETH, EHHEM: RAEIERS. A2, EEMTSIRE LRIF—N. EERIRHEXMRT, =M
MREE
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REFERENCES * £33k

Sources, numbered
ik (RES)

Information correct as of 31 July 2026. Dates and rules change. Before you act on anything here,
confirm it at chinaielts.org and ielts.neea.cn.

FXEEHE 2026 F£7 A 31 H, BHHASMEST., FEIRKIBAXXMBEMRAEZH, 155EE chinaielts.org 5 ielts.neea.cn
%E,

Official announcements and pages
=P N=E=Tal]
[1] #BEIXFEAML (British Council) — HBREFREAMEHITEME (202657-98EHA%) . chinaielts.org

[2] #BMERR — official computer-delivered IELTS information and free familiarisation test, linked from chinaielts.org

Test format
Azt
[3] IELTS Partners — published test format and band descriptors. ielts.org

[4] HEEi£IRE MG — registration, test centres and sitting dates. ielts.neea.cn

About the author. Deen Cox is an IELTS Specialist, author and curriculum developer based in
Beijing. He has taught English since 2005 and is the author of the Deen Cox IELTS Series, reviewed and
endorsed by Mike Wattie, a former IELTS examiner. He is also co-author, with Wattie, of four bilingual
Chinese-English IELTS textbooks. deencoxielts.com

XF1E&. Deen Cox RHITHNAEHBER. (EESREFLE, tE 2005 FEMEFIEHRS, & (Deen Cox HBERT) B
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This document is independent commentary summarising publicly published announcements in the author's own words. It is not
affiliated with, endorsed by, licensed by or produced in association with the IELTS Partners. Dates and regulations change — always
confirm current information with the official sources listed above.
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© Deen Cox. This briefing may be shared and quoted freely with attribution.
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