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Two out of three is not that band.

ZHREFSAR, MFEBR—E,

One sentence printed under the official band descriptors decides how every band is awarded.
It is not a technique and it is not inside information — it is a footnote on a public PDF. A
briefing for teachers, with a free tool.

1 The sentence under the table FETEHNIGIE

QUOTED IN FULL - 5E#5| A

“A candidate must fully fit the positive features of the descriptor at a
particular level.”

EEpATLT RS EBRPH LA ERRFIE.

— IELTS Speaking Band Descriptors, closing note. The Writing descriptors carry the same sentence on every page, and
add: bolded text indicates negative features that will limit a rating.

— HROETNIRELERTIR. SRTOMES—EENER—TE, Hihx: MEXFRRISBHEITS A ERHE.

Read it slowly, because it is stricter than how most people mark. Fully fit means all of them. If Band 7
Fluency and Coherence lists three positive features and a candidate shows two, that is not a Band 7 with a
small gap. It is a Band 6. The scale does not average within a band, and it gives no partial credit for getting
most of the way there.

121813 aiE, AAERARSEAITONARTIEREE. T2RERKRELBRAG. R 7 oNRFESERMYIE=KIERSE, M
ZERARMEAE, BRZ"HETH", ME6D. FHEAMAMMEL, BRA"ERSHENT "LEDDE.

BAND 7 F&C FEATURE - ¥

v present Keeps going and readily produces long turns without noticeable effort
REIFER T, EEARAKEE

v present Flexible use of discourse markers, connectives and cohesive features
REERIEEINS S HETFR

X missing Coherence is not affected by whatever hesitation occurs
HMHEIS BREBIEREImER M

Result: Band 6. Not "almost a 7". Marking by impression rewards the two features that were present; the
descriptors ask about the one that was not. That single difference explains most of the gap between a teacher's
estimate and a real result.

ZRE267, TRELTH". REKRITH, EFNEELAEENIRSE; T MAERR, BRENII—FK, X—=ZE5, MEEREE
M D 5 ELHREGZ BINAT D EE.

2 Pronunciation has no descriptor at 7, 5 or 3 (E%E 749, 54%4. 3 9:8EHCHHER

Until August 2008 Pronunciation was not scored on nine bands at all. It ran on four levels only — 2, 4, 6 and 8
— while the other three criteria used the full scale. Examiners found it too coarse, and IELTS-commissioned
research found something worse: evidence that having only four bands encouraged examiners to award a
Band 6 by default.

2008 F 8 HzAl, AERAFEIZNETIN, RE 2. 4. 6. SENMEFR, MEM=TANEREN . ZERTAE, REERHN
MRERIM T EFEREE: RAEEERREEERING 6 2.
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So the scale was expanded to nine. But rather than write three new descriptors, IELTS defined the new odd
bands by comparison: a Band 7 shows all the positive features of Band 6 and some, but not all, of Band 8.
The same report is candid that examiners then struggled with "some, but not all".

FRERY RN, ERTBLKAESE=FHER, MEMLLBREXIEHNEHE: 7 HRAE 6 HHLMEEMSE, Bt 8 HH9E
DI, F—HIREWMIEREAIL, EEIEHELICE"SDMIESER",

Why this matters in a classroom. Pronunciation is the cheapest criterion to move from 6 to 7, because 7
does not require meeting a full descriptor — it requires meeting Band 6 completely, then adding a few Band 8
features. Sustained rhythm, and flexible stress and intonation across a long utterance, will do it. That is drillable
in a way the other three are not.

XERELNEX. REEM 6 DR 7 DBAREN—T, BAA7HFRERHE—BRER, MEERTLRXT 65, BMLIO#HS8
DHIE—RENTR, URKAFRENEZTSIEF. XERUERIIZR.

Source: Yates, Zielinski & Pryor, The assessment of pronunciation and the new IELTS Pronunciation scale, IELTS Research Reports
Volume 12, published at ielts.org.

3 What a teacher may and may not do #/mgEffit4, Faeft4

QUOTED IN FULL - 5|/

“Teachers should not award IELTS band scores using the public Band
Descriptors, but can highlight features in the assessment criteria that match
written and spoken performance.”

HRFRER AT IRESREL HBRE S, ERUEHEENBES QIERAFT ST IRERRLHIE,
— IDP Education, IELTS Teacher Training Program.
— IDP Education, FHEBHIMIEIIIRE,

I hold both certificates from that programme, Speaking and Writing, 2026 — which is exactly why the free tool
that goes with this briefing is built the way it is. It shows you which features match and which are
missing. That is the permitted output, and it happens to be the more useful one: "every Band 7 feature
except paraphrase" tells a student what to do on Monday. "You're a 6.5" tells them nothing.

B ZREOESSERD 2026 FIEH—XERREETAMNIRITHERER, EETHMEHEEENE. WERR, XZRAITHVE
AN, MEREFEER.

4 Indicative, and no substitute for practice £ZmE, HBERXRTEHS

Everything the tool produces is indicative. It is not an official band score, it is not a prediction of one, and no
score is promised by it. Only certified examiners, rating a live test inside the exam system, award band
scores. Even IELTS's own practice test, marked by official IELTS markers, calls its result indicative.

XN TRLGHN—TEHRAREE, EABEADY, UABMNEADHHFN, BERAREEAIE. RBEINEEEESRERANER
ETD, AAES Y. ERTECHENNR, HERITOGEMN, KHNBRRSENH.

And getting genuinely good at this takes a lot of marking. Examiners are selected, trained and re-
standardised at intervals precisely because judgement drifts. The way a teacher builds the same reliability is
unglamorous: mark full mock tests, mark them repeatedly, record what you awarded and why, and check
yourself against samples whose rating you already know. The checklist gives that practice something firm to
work against. It does not shorten it.

MBAEEMTFXME, FTEAEMIHE. EEZAPMUEET®EE. BIIHERERRE, ERRNHMETE. BINRIRFASE
MRGNHARICE: HATERBIEE, REMN, ERECATHAD. KiERMH4, BREXBEMIDHNEAZNED. XOEEN
MAESIRM T ERRNSR, BFRR%EEE.
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What it is actually for. Three things. Understanding what the criteria are really asking. Locating the specific
feature a student is missing, so the next lesson has a target. And checking your own eye against the descriptors
from time to time, instead of against your impression of the student.

EEENARE=: EETOMNERIRERMTA; HZEREROB—FHE, LT —2REGRHBEN, URFBITESTRENS
ERECHFENNR, FEB SR

The free tool. 203 tick boxes, paraphrased from the published descriptors across Bands 4 to 9, for Speaking
and Writing Tasks 1 and 2. Tick what a performance actually shows and it tells you which band it fully meets
and exactly which features are missing at the next one. Print it blank and work on paper if you prefer.
deencoxielts.com/marksheet.html

RETH: 203 MAED, AEEAFITDIRE 429 DHIAR, BEMIESSETask 1. Task2, 2%, TFIM, WAFTENMER,

Descriptor wording is paraphrased throughout, never reproduced; the published documents at ielts.org are the source and should be
read there. Deen Cox — IDP Education teacher training, Understanding the Assessment Criteria for Speaking and for Writing, 2026.
IELTS has not endorsed my books, my classes or this tool. No band score is promised anywhere in this material.
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