SPEAKING BRIEFING - [OiE&ER

The word “memorised” is in the official
descriptors. It appears at Bands 1, 2 and 3.

BiRl BELSEEATIIERE — REMEL1D. 29, 370

Where the published scale mentions learned-by-heart language, and what to prepare instead

The public Speaking band descriptors mention memorised language three times. All three mentions
sit at Band 1, Band 2 and Band 3 — the bottom three of the nine — and not one of them presents
it as evidence of ability. Each one uses it to explain why there is nothing to credit. That is worth
sitting with before you memorise another answer.

EAAFROENDIFER, Gi@ HHIMZKR, 2FEPREL1D. 259, 3IOXRRN=H, BRE—LBEHFEIRIIEE
— S—REEERR ThHABETONRR . BT T —1MERZE, X—REFREE.

1 Nine bands. The word appears at the bottom three. H /9%y, RHMEREHI=Y

Band3 I MENTIONED x1
Band2 MENTIONED x1
Band 1 MENTIONED x1

Check it yourself. The public Speaking band descriptors are published as a PDF by the IELTS partners at
ielts.org. Descriptor wording is paraphrased in this briefing and is not reproduced — read the official text at
source.

BTN BEARFROETIVERBEE =SNG elts.org K7, ANEIRIVERR, FEFIRX, BUEAXENE,

2 Every mention is an explanation of absence =/MEX, HBIERE N&E

BAND 3 - Errors are widespread — except inside the memorised parts
CRAMMAR SEIRBBIFE — WIRNERS BRI
The most revealing of the three. Accuracy inside a memorised stretch is recorded as an exception,

not as a credit. The clean sentence does not raise the band, because the scale has already
accounted for why it is clean.

=R FRRGRBAREN L BiRAREAERERICH THI5h, MIEMD. B—OFERNEFIERERE, BAR
HEELBRTENTAESR.

BAND 2 - Speech made of single words and fixed learned chunks

VOCABULARY JEIE AN IS B S AR
Paraphrased. A recited block sits in the same category as a candidate who can only produce
disconnected single words.

#iR, pEREIRS TREEMHTREIE) WRAER—X
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BAND 1 - Nothing rateable at all unless it was learned by heart

CRAMMAR RERRES, RETTHNES
Paraphrased. At the very bottom of the scale, the memorised material is not scored as grammar. It
is named as the reason the examiner has nothing to score.

Bk, ENDIENRRE, BRABRHAERKEAEEENTS, MEREAN IFEXTTZY) NRE.

The pattern. In all three, memorised language is something to be discounted before a rating is given — the
opposite of the assumption behind buying a set of prepared answers.

HEME: Z4zd, BRESHSIDANFE BK WARA, 5 IX—EEFNER) BENRIREFER.

3 Band 7 asks for the one thing a script cannot do 7 9Z8), BIFEHALRTH

Vocabulary asks for The Band 7 vocabulary descriptor is built around using your resource flexibly
flexibility across a variety of topics. A script can be impressive; it cannot be flexible,
FICER TR3E) because it was written before the question was asked.
7 ACARERZ O R EEE R ENERBI R E R R, AR LIRS, BRAJEERE e 5T
a2z Ao
Fluency asks you to keep A memorised answer does not keep going. It ends. And what gets rated is what
going happens after it ends — usually the candidate's real level, arriving suddenly and
FRIEER R TE without preparation.

BRNERETERE, B4R, AERITONEELARZENES — BRENESETESEMIA
HIBIESIK T,

Part 3 goes where you A discussion follows what you just said: every answer creates the next question. A
did not prepare bank of prepared answers has no mechanism for that — it can only wait for a topic
Part 3 EBITE &5 it recognises.
TWIEBREMMNIHANEEN . SMEBEBEERT—NEH, —EFFNEREENE, %
— P EINRBNER,

OFFICIAL - BRITISH COUNCIL
“Memorised answers are very obvious and examiners are trained to spot them.”

The same guidance notes that an examiner who suspects a rehearsed answer may ask harder questions to
establish the candidate's actual level. The script does not end the assessment — it redirects it.

E—EAZNEY: TEERNEREEN, FJRRHERNPBUMERI KT, HWEFRZLERITE, REEENAR.

4 Three things that give it away =1&&IMRKLE

1 The register jumps One sentence arrives two bands above everything around it, then the speech
B ZRIR DAY drops back. Ability has a range; it does not have a single spike.

HENELLRIEEEMMER, AEXELE, gEHEKE, ERERE—TRE,

2 The rhythm flattens When we are thinking, we stress the new information. When we are retrieving, the
PBETE stress lands on the words we practised. It is audible before the content gives it
away.

BENETFAMEE L, RIGEIZHESTZEHIMS, TAREEZAITIEEIT R,

3 The answer does not The question asked about a specific angle; the answer covers the topic. A good
move answer to a question that was not asked — and under Fluency and Coherence, not
R T, EZ=ET answering the question is exactly what costs marks.
FNEEFAE, FRNEEMEHE, BE BRFEZHET — MERMSERX—IE, &EE
ZIRASERD Ro

This section is opinion. The three tells are my observations from teaching in Beijing. They are professional
judgement, not measurement, and they do not state what any examiner will do or what any candidate will score.

FTEAPARR: UE=ZZERENWNREFHONER, BERFIMMIFERNLSEL, TAREFAZEENSABOE, BRFNEMMNS.
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5 Preparing is not memorising

HE,

FETHR

WHAT GETS DISCOUNTED - #3IR#

Sentences

Whole answers written out and learned word for
word

Opening formulas recited before every response

Idioms inserted because they are “Band 8 phrases”,
not because they fit

A memorised Part 2 delivered whatever the cue card
says

ERZFFETNER, SRKENFHEIE, B8H%k

WHAT SURVIVES CONTACT - £FiElaint

Sequences

A running order — what comes first, second, third
Topic vocabulary usable in any sentence, not one
sentence

Your own real experiences, in note form, not in
sentences

A way of buying half a second that is not “that is a
very interesting question”

EENEEIRT; EREEATFERNERDL; BERID

R MEENSE;, FEERRTAERRITA Part 2, THESRLZR; — ' IXNEREEER NFIEE

H o

Why the frameworks are sequences. A-R-E, PP.F.E. and F-E-E-L are orders of thought, not scripts. They tell
you what to say next on a question you have never seen — the one thing a memorised answer cannot survive.

Xt RXEAELRR TRF) mdE T4 WERE: A-R-E. PPRE. F-E-E-LHRHFNE MF—FiiH4al, RGEREERENEE —
MXIER B RS RETERIMS

Method note. That the word appears only at Bands 1, 2 and 3 is checkable in the published descriptors at
ielts.org; the band attribution here was read from the descriptor table by position. The sentence about examiners
spotting memorised answers is quoted from the British Council, one of the three organisations that jointly own
IELTS. Descriptor wording is paraphrased, never reproduced. | have not claimed that memorising is treated as
cheating, because the published test rules | could find do not say so. Certified by IDP Education in Understanding
the Assessment Criteria for Speaking and Writing (2026) — a teacher-training certificate; IELTS has not endorsed
this briefing, the books, or the classes. No band score is promised anywhere in this material.

FERA: NZAMXHIAE 1 2. 299 3531 FlfE ielts.org AFMITORER BITRY; XTFEERIRMEIRERNSEHBEREX L
Bthe BR=ZAHETMEZ ). WotRE—RR, FEFIRX. FAERREKR MBREREE), BARTENESZHMNHARMILL
iR, {FEH IDP Education MK NEFAFOITE (DIESSE) ) HBIMHIBER (2026) ; ZIEBAARBENAER. BETREN
INFLo MR IHERI D ERAF L i
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