SCORING BRIEFING - DEEN COX IELTS SERIES

A Band 7 is thirty out of forty

RignFREHR - 79, 240 EEX 30 &

The published conversion, the arithmetic between its rows, and where the table stops

Not thirty-eight. Not “almost everything”. IELTS publishes the Listening and Reading conversion
itself — in English on ielts.org and in Chinese on the mainland site, with identical figures. It also
stops at Band 8. Every Band 9 conversion chart circulating in study groups took that number

from a source that is not an official page.

e 38, AR JIFEM1. MASHRNRIEDRE, BEXECMART — EXE elts.org, PXEREAMEEN,
#Hrre—8. MERRHE 8D, WLERENIOWRE, BIMUFEHIERKEESNH,.

1 The official table, in full EAXEXR

Listening and Reading contain 40 questions each, one mark per correct answer. These are the published
figures for converting that raw score into a band.

IFH5EES 40, S8 157 UTREALHNREDSFRIMREF.
LISTENING /) - i#% 40

Band 5 I ——— 16 / 40
Band 6 e 23/ 40
Band 7 e 30/ 40
Band 8 [ — 35/40
Band 9 not published - BEARAT

ACADEMIC READING FAZERE - /&% 40
Band 5 ——— 15/ 40
Band 6 — ] 23/ 40
Band 7 [ 30/ 40
Band 8 [ — 35/40
Band 9 not published « EAXRATH

GENERAL TRAINING READING I8 - #5940
Band 4 [ 15 / 40
Band 5 — ] 23/ 40
Band 6 [ — 30/ 40
Band 7 [ — 35/40
Bands 8-9 not published - BEAXAT
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Source, both languages. The same three tables are published by IELTS in English — ielts.org —» Take a test
- Understanding your score — and by the Chinese-mainland site in Chinese, chinaielts.org —» #2508,
with identical figures. The “not published” rows are not an omission: those rows do not exist on either page.

ZRREBDBEAURI A, FEAMEMURX A, BF—H. BARAH) HIFRERER — MM RE EHBREX/11T.

2 What thirty looks like 30 @EtA4iFF

At Band 7 in Listening or Academic Reading, the published allowance is ten wrong answers. Most
candidates carry a much harsher number in their heads.

RAHFAREIENT S, BEFAFE 108, ZHELELERENHT, X™HFZ.
BAND 7 Wi/y/FARERIE

30 correct - 10 wrong 75% of the paper - 3t 30 #, § 10 8, EHE 75%

BAND 8 Mi/y/FARERIE

35 correct - 5 wrong 87.5% of the paper - f 35 ¥, § 5 &, [E#= 87.5%

What follows from this — my teaching judgement, not a published finding. A candidate who believes
Band 7 requires near-perfect accuracy will spend the last ten minutes of a paper re-checking answers they
already had right, instead of attacking the questions they left blank. Ten wrong answers is the published
allowance at Band 7. A blank is guaranteed to be one of them; a guess is not. There is no penalty for a wrong
answer in Listening or Reading.

X—H#ERVEFLM, FREEAER: LR T2FE/LFLMNEL, JIERETI/HEERENETELMMNE L, MARERT
BN, 7THRTE 108, TENE—EREHE, BNFA—TE — MHSRIEEEAE.

3 The same thirty answers, a different band [E## 303, TRE%%

Thirty correct is a Band 7 in Academic Reading and a Band 6 in General Training Reading. A full band
apart, on the identical raw score. This is published, and it is the most misunderstood line in the whole
table.

X308, FAREFRET 7, WIRDRZE 6 0 — B—1RED, BEBE—7D. XEEAAHH, REKREREWIR
fER—%

ACADEMIC READING - R GENERAL TRAINING - i/l

30/40 | Band 7 30/40 I Band 6

35/ 40 BN Band 8 35/ 40 BN Band 7

The official explanation “It is usual that a greater number of questions must be answered correctly on a

B General Training Reading test to secure a given band score.” The mainland site
says the same: @H G F, 1EEENZERET, BHRIFFERI TR, FEIEHAIEEZ
HI I &T,

What it does not mean Not that General Training is “easier” in the sense that matters to you. A GT Band

ERKEHA 7 and an Academic Band 7 are both Band 7 — the scale is adjusted precisely so

that they mean the same thing.
ARG EXEBR, SR LT HMET 5 RERKFRTY, ERANTIURERTE—KE,
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The practical
consequence
S

Practice-test scores are not portable between the two. A student practising with
Academic material and converting with a General Training chart — or the reverse
— will be a full band out. Check which table you are reading before you trust the
number it gives you.

RENGI RS TEER R, A A EXMBEIENE G EXRIBE (HRIXR), IBEEZ—H, BHFZ
fi, SEHIMRENEH—KR.

4 Where the wall actually is EIFAREHE

Measured in correct answers, the published gaps between bands are not equal — and the largest single
step in the Listening table is the one most candidates are standing on.

REBHREHE, EARFRZEMNEEHTEE — MAHRFRAN—E, ERSBEEFENR—T,
LISTENING — THE PUBLISHED STEP BETWEEN EACH BAND i/1: #840&4 2 alf08isiE

5-6

+7

16 - 23

Academic Reading, the
same arithmetic

FARLEFE, BEFNEE

Why the last step is the
smallest in answers

MrasE—F AR

What | take from it, as
judgement

FRAGHI T

6 -7 7 -8 8 -9
+7 +5 ?
23 - 30 3035 not published

15 - 23is +8. 23 - 30 is +7. 30 —» 35 is +5. Subtract the published figures
yourself — that is all this row is.

155123 2 +8; 235302 +7; 30 FI 352 +5, HIERBEHHFERANR.

Because there are only 40 questions and the scale has to fit inside them. It does
not follow that 7—-8 is easier: the five answers standing between 30 and 35 are,
by construction, the five hardest items left on your paper. Fewer answers, harder
answers.

HABHRE 40, ZEMLTEHX 40 AE, XFRKRTE 8BRS — 302 35 ZEHB 5 &, iE
EHmIRERN 5 #, BHED, ¥EER.

A student sitting at 23 who says “l just need a few more” is under-counting by
half. Seven more correct answers in a 40-question paper is a real distance and is
worth planning for as one. The seven is theirs, from the table; the framing is
mine, from teaching.

fF1E 23 /. 518 TEZX/LAMEF) NEE, BEIEERRGT —¥. 0 ABLN 7 AERELER
HEE, ERAF—MEXEMRENL. T XIMFEREAN, EABRERRNEE.

5 The row that is not there B —{TFEFHE

SOURCE

ielts.org
BEHEFRL

chinaielts.org
HPEKRFEEMN

British Council score pages

REXKHE DD

So where does the Band 9

figure come from?
B 9 DHVEF BHRAT?
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WHAT IT PUBLISHES

Three tables. Listening and Academic Reading run to Band 8; General
Training Reading runs to Band 7. There is no Band 9 row on any of them.

The same three tables, the same figures, in Chinese. Also no Band 9 row.

Explain that Listening and Reading are marked out of 40 and converted to the
nine-band scale, and publish no conversion table at all.

From unofficial sources — most often the answer keys printed in commercial
practice-test books, which are conversion guides for those particular practice
papers and are not published by IELTS as the live conversion. Those figures
are their publishers' copyright and are not reproduced here.

REFEFRE — SHRUBEIMEWINERIGEE, BEHMNZEIENIRESE, HIEES
AHNERRE, BETFHRAHNMINAS, NERAFEEH.
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And the caveat that applies to every row that is published. IELTS states it in both languages: “The

precise number of marks needed to achieve these band scores will vary slightly from test version to test
version.” — IAFIXLEZR S} Az L) 71 40 AT RE S RAE A IRIHT IR A5 45 1k, Treat 30 as the published guide
figure for Band 7, not as a guarantee that 30 on your particular paper will be a 7.

6 What changes once you know it is thirty X1iEZ302/5

Mark practice papers out A raw score moves every time you practise. A band score moves once every

of 40, not out of 9 seven answers. Counting in raw marks shows progress the band scale hides —
%3] 40 TiLH 25, 26 and 28 all read as “Band 6", but they are not the same paper.

BFISNBREIWEE, FRNBEE TEATI—R. ARBHIER, EERNERDBRENHT,

Know your own distance, Sitting at 24 in Listening and needing a 7, the published distance is six more

in answers correct answers. That is a number you can plan a month around. “l need to
ASHEY EOEE improve my Listening” is not.
RHME24 . FETH, REARFIEE 6 . XTMHFAILMUN—TANES); TRERSH
H1 Fiko

Never leave a box empty Each correct answer earns a mark and nothing is deducted for a wrong one. A
TERBT blank scores zero with certainty; a guess does not.

BEN—EE—, THEAEN. TELE 0D, BEEIE.

Which two papers this Writing and Speaking have no raw score out of 40. An examiner marks them
table does not cover against four published criteria each, so no conversion table exists — there is
XS AR TR nothing to convert. If your gap is there, this briefing is not the one that helps.

SESOIERHA 40 @REGSD, BEBKRIESBNNIUTOIRETE, BRRFTHRER,

7 Method note E&I757EHEH

Quoted The three conversion tables, the test-version caveat and the General Training
difficulty statement are published by IELTS in English and by the Chinese-
mainland site in Chinese. Both are cited. Sentences carrying a condition are
quoted rather than paraphrased.

Subtraction The step sizes — +7, +7, +5 for Listening; +8, +7, +5 for Academic Reading —
are differences between two published figures. The percentages (75%, 87.5%)
are the published raw scores divided by 40.

Opinion Three things here are judgement and are marked where they appear: how to
spend the last ten minutes of a paper, that students at 23 under-count the
distance to 30, and that raw-mark tracking beats band tracking during
preparation. None is a measured finding.

Absence, stated as | checked ielts.org, the Chinese-mainland site and the British Council score pages

absence for a Band 9 row and did not find one. That is a statement about what those
pages contained on the date of writing, not a claim that no such figure exists
anywhere.

Credentials Certified by IDP Education in Understanding the Assessment Criteria for both

Speaking and Writing (2026). IDP is one of the three organisations that jointly
own IELTS. This is a teacher-training certificate — IELTS has not endorsed this
briefing, the books, or the classes.

No band score is promised anywhere in this briefing. It sets out the published conversion so you can
measure your own distance in answers rather than in adjectives. Sources: ielts.org — Take a test - Preparation
resources - Understanding your score; chinaielts.org — ##E 5% (F4%4) . If a source page has changed
since publication, the source wins. Full briefing, live links and companion briefings: deencoxielts.com/raw-
score.html.

EERFEEEATD K. TRBEIRSERIESHENR deencoxielts.com/raw-score.html, BH TEH9MEX 5 MBREE) WERE
3R
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