SCORING BRIEFING - DEEN COX IELTS SERIES

There is no criterion called “the examiner liked

24

WEFEERRN - WotER, RE-TN IEESWNIR]

Four criteria, a fixed clock, and five things standing between a judgement and your result

Four criteria, 25% each, and all four are about language. Every Speaking test is recorded. Every
six months a senior examiner reviews the marking. When your Speaking and Writing diverge from
your Listening and Reading, the system re-marks you automatically. The official Chinese page
denies “f73” by name.
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1 What is actually scored Z|EEIFH4

25% 25% 25% 25% 0%
Fluency and Lexical resource Grammatical range Pronunciation Being liked
coherence ACESE and accuracy a=1 EEERENRMR
MmHESERM RS R

The fifth box is mine, not IELTS's. There are four criteria and no fifth — that is the point of showing it.

OFFICIAL, CHINESE - EFHRXIEX

MXAMRETER S P E E25%0ILLE )

In English: These four criteria each carry 25% weighting in the score. — chinaielts.org, OiEFS1RE. ielts.org
states the same in English: “Each of the criteria carry equal weighting and the overall average gives the IELTS
score for Speaking.”

You are not scored on The IELTS Guide for Teachers: “Remember it is your language level that is being
your opinions evaluated and not your opinions.” IDP says the same to candidates: “There are
ORI A A no right or wrong answers in the Speaking test” and “you are not being assessed

on your opinions, rather on your use of English.”
B (BUniEm): EMENZMINIESKTE, RIS, IDP: MEEEINEESR, TR

BB ER.
So disagreeing costs An official article puts it directly: “This isn't an attack on your opinions and
nothing beliefs”, and “Just because you have different views from your examiner doesn't
MEREFRESINSD mean the conversation is any less engaging.” Agreeing to please buys nothing,

and usually costs you the better sentence you would otherwise have said.
ATITHFMMIA, MARDE, BEEILFDH B —AARRBIFRYIE,

What that leaves you to Exactly four things, each worth the same. If you are preparing by rehearsing
work on charming stories, you are working on a fifth thing that does not exist.

Bz ta EFfrE, DEMER. EE NIASRIEE), FHEELNE — MEFEFE.

2 The clock, not the mood Zf#h, F20E

Every part of the Speaking test has a published, fixed length. Most of what candidates read as coldness is
the frame.

MEE—HOHNRKBEEA LR, BEN, EERZIN LK), ZFRBRESRS.
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PaRT1 [ 4-5 min
PART 2 3-4 min
PART 3 4-5 min
ToTAL I 11-14 min

Part 2 is timed to the “You have one minute to prepare your talk”, then “the examiner will then ask you
second to begin talking and will stop you when the time is up.” Being stopped mid-
BN EEFE sentence is the design working, not a verdict.

BEEOHATET, MR, FENIREIZFHITF.

Interruptions elsewhere Official: “It's also perfectly normal for examiners to interrupt test takers mid-

are normal sentence to ask additional questions.” It means the examiner had what they
HhER i Tht E S needed for that question.

EAEX: EERE—FTH. &F, BR2EEN,
The same clock on a “ALBIE XA 2 NE XN K SIZIHEOIH5ES—3" — the timings of every part
video call of the video-call Speaking test are exactly identical to the face-to-face test.

MO E—EHK

3 What happens after you leave f{REHEHZE

Five things sit between an examiner's judgement and your result. All five are published on one official
Chinese page, and are quoted below rather than summarised.

ZENHETS RS2 BRERLERER. U TEOY5|BE S PXWIAE—TIH.

0 Every Speaking test is recorded
FEPEHMEZHIBERE UERRLE. |
Not a sample. Every one — recorded specifically so it can be monitored afterwards.

a A senior examiner reviews the marking every six months
g1 ARgiEESMEENNEEN BT B RH TR -1
The review covers more than the numbers: the official sentence says it includes & EEL—RIFNFFZFE — whether
the examiner followed the uniform rules and procedures in the Speaking test.

e Divergent scores trigger an automatic second marking
M- RAARKEMBRHNEETRER, SRS —RRBEEEMTHIZEENTENOERI..
When the gap between your subjective sections (Speaking and Writing) and your objective sections (Listening and

Reading) reaches a certain range, the system starts a review by itself and a different examiner re-marks you.
Nobody has to complain first.

° Cambridge spot-checks without warning
MIHAF ST RERANBESHE, TLEEENIHEURMF LR, |
No fixed frequency and no fixed group — which is what makes a spot-check a spot-check.
e Every examiner is re-trained and re-certified every two years
MR EREEERNME S E#HITREEFHINEINE, )
An examiner who has drifted does not simply carry on. The cycle exists to catch drift, and it applies to all of them.

Source. All five sentences are quoted from one page: chinaielts.org — A /AIE. If you only ever read one
official Chinese page about marking, read that one.
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4 The official site uses the word 49 ESFEERETXMNE

OFFICIAL, CHINESE - EAHXEX

MMELELKENSER: MEZANIBIEENEEREEETEETANSESM, BEEXETHREE
BUFRTEM, AEFENEEERIBESTEMRERTSE ES RKRIEDRER. I

In English: Speaking examiners are randomly assigned globally. The examiner on the video link may be from
anywhere in the world, including China, and has no way of knowing the test taker's location. There is therefore
no phenomenon of Speaking examiners “suppressing scores” based on the test taker's location, and no
marking bias. — chinaielts.org, AF21E.

Read that quote precisely — it is narrower than it first looks.

It denies bias based on location, and describes the video-call format. It does not say the examiner cannot see
your nationality, your school or your registration details, and | am not going to claim it does. What it does establish
is that the examiner facing you on a video link very often is not in your city, has no way of knowing where you are,
and has nothing to gain from marking you down.

XAEDIANEET TFEt BRI, ERNEAIOR. EREHREEETIMINERE. ZRIUREER, REFFBERXEFR.

5 Where I stop FHiiEIHALE

The examiner is a person, and | am not going to pretend otherwise. The honest claim is narrower than
“bias is impossible” — and it is still enough to change how you prepare.

ZEEAN, Z—REFSBERR. MENBALL ITAEBERI 2%, BELREUSLEMIEE S,

No official source says likeability is excluded.

What is published is that language is what is scored, and that opinions are not. | could not find any official
statement that an examiner's personal impression of you plays no part. That sentence does not exist, so | am not
quoting it.

The “fixed script” claim rests on an old document.

IELTS-published research from 2006 describes an Interlocutor Frame — “essentially a script” — and quotes 2001
examiner instructions requiring exact wording in Part 1. | have not found a current public page saying the same in
plain terms, so treat “the examiner reads from a frame"” as well-evidenced historically and consistent with today's
published timings, rather than as a current quotable rule.

Nothing published says what happens to an inconsistent examiner.

The official material describes correcting the score — re-marking, spot-checks, re-certification. It does not describe
consequences for the examiner. | looked, and | am reporting the absence rather than filling it.

So here is the honest version. An examiner's judgement is human. What the published system does is give
that judgement very little room: four criteria and no fifth, a clock that runs the conversation, a recording of
every test, a six-monthly review of whether procedure was followed, an automatic re-mark when your scores
disagree with each other, and re-certification every two years. You cannot charm your way through that, and
you do not need to.

SRR . EERFIMTRARFIET, BAFHMGILXHFME THZEER ) — MoicE. BENH. 2BRE. FE—RNE
FE. 7ERFEEMEH. SREEMANL MYEFRTXERSR, BFAFER

6 What to do instead #iZEAMM

Do not memorise Official wording: “Examiners are highly trained to spot memorised answers, which
answers never bodes well for test takers”, and “Scripted responses don't give examiners
REL an accurate gauge of your ability to communicate in English.” This is published

guidance rather than a stated marking penalty — but the people who wrote it
train the examiners.

EARX: EEZIM™RKIIL, BIRNERNER, MXNEENRTZIITFS.
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Do not read an
interruption as a verdict
BB FT o = A FR

Say what you actually
think

BIREIERIR A

Prepare the four things
that exist

GRNHELEFENS

7 Method note

Quoted

Three absences, stated
as absences

Read narrowly, on
purpose

Two figures that differ
by source

Opinion

Not a claim about any
examiner

Band descriptors

Credentials

It is normal, it is published as normal, and in Part 2 it is the timer. Candidates who
spend the remaining minutes rattled lose fluency marks to a misreading.
ArwiThrmlcie. ZmEmE/ L2 HRiE, 4 BHEEMSRK.

Not because honesty is scored — it is not — but because you speak more fluently
about a view you hold than one you are constructing to please someone. Fluency
and coherence is 25% of the mark.

HECEENEZE, IRRE—MIFNEERSEIR. RAESERMES 25%.

Fluency and coherence, lexical resource, grammatical range and accuracy,
pronunciation. Each 25%. A structure for each part beats a stock of charming
anecdotes.

NE—BNEE—EN, LEEHNENNREERES.

IRl AR

The 25% weighting, the five audit sentences, the [£%3 sentence and the video-call
timing sentence are quoted from chinaielts.org. The criteria names, the part
timings, the opinions line and the memorisation lines are quoted from ielts.org,
the IELTS Guide for Teachers and IDP. Every quote was checked against the
source page directly.

No official source says likeability or personality is excluded from marking; no
current public page states the examiner reads from a fixed script; and nothing
published describes what happens to an examiner found to be inconsistent. All
three are marked where they arise rather than papered over.

The £%3 denial concerns bias by location and describes the video-call format.
This briefing does not stretch it into a general claim of examiner anonymity.

The IELTS Guide for Teachers says examiners are monitored at least once every
two years, and three times in their first year. chinaielts.org says senior examiners
review marking every six months. These describe different mechanisms, so each
is attributed to its own source rather than merged.

That performing agreement costs you fluency, and that candidates misread
interruptions as verdicts, are my views from teaching in Beijing. Neither is a
measured finding.

Nothing here is a claim about any individual examiner, centre or school. No band
score is promised anywhere in this material.

Descriptor wording is paraphrased throughout and never reproduced.

Certified by IDP Education in Understanding the Assessment Criteria for both
Speaking and Writing (2026). IDP is one of the three organisations that jointly
own IELTS. This is a teacher-training certificate — IELTS has not endorsed this
briefing, the books, or the classes.

Sources. chinaielts.org — AFAIE; chinaielts.org — QIS 1RAE; chinaielts.org — Zi{ Y HiRE; ielts.org —
IELTS Academic format: Speaking; ielts.org — IELTS scoring in detail; ielts.org — Don't overdo it: how to ace
your IELTS Speaking test; IELTS Guide for Teachers (PDF); IDP — Examiner-approved tips for the IELTS Speaking
test. Official pages change; if a source has changed since publication, the source wins. The full briefing with live
links is at deencoxielts.com/speaking-examiner.html.

SEEEEIR S P A IR E M deencoxielts.com/speaking-examiner.html, BATIEAIAEEH, MS5EREIRA—H, UEA N,
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