AN EVIDENCE-BASED BRIEFING HF DN EER

The Speaking Test Myths

ML A1 EE

Four things candidates believe about the examiner that the British Council says are not true.

XFEE, TERENEHS——REXKHE BN IREBAX,

Most of what candidates fear about the Speaking test is not about English at all. It is about
the examiner — what they want, what they think, and what their silence means.

ZEXMMEZRRE, KSHREARZRXTREN, MEBXTEEN: MARTFA. EAR. URMRRIENE
RET 4o

Almost all of it is wrong, and the corrections are not my opinion. They come from a page published by the
British Council — one of the three organisations that own IELTS. [

XEALELFHZHEN. MBLEENNFARRNMR, MEREXUEBMEATFLAHBHAT ——ERRR=ZAENHTZ—
[1]

Read it yourself. The link is at the back. That is the whole point.
fRECER. BEERI. XA EER.

The short version

TR 2k s

Your accent does not matter unless it makes you hard to follow. The examiner does not care whether
they agree with you. Their silence is not a verdict — they have no duty to help you. And a memorised
answer is more obvious than you think.

FRMTE, OFFEE, ZETMEFMREFREMFRIMR. MEARTEH IR ——MARMLEREIRNX S, MEFH
%5’2, EEIRAABBRES 2,

MYTHONE * #EB—

“I need a British or American accent”
‘“TEFRAFERAOT

This is the most expensive false belief in the whole test, because students spend months on it that could
have gone somewhere useful.

XEBMEHPRNESH—RE, BAZEIHNEE LB ——MABLER B4R LIEER BRIt
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What the British Council publishes: HENKHAERAFRTR:

Accent is not important in the speaking test QERGSNE, OFEDEERhHFEE, [
as long as it does not impede your ability to

communicate. [

What this means in practice: FTPRE N

A candidate with a clear Chinese accent can —MHEREFREOENEE, RELERZNE, ASH—EAUE 85,
score Band 8 in Pronunciation, provided they

are easy to follow throughout.

What to work on instead: HIFiZ4N:
Final consonants and clusters — dropped HRRESHEEE——BREARARAEMAS, E2EMBE. URGDFEES
endings blur grammar as well as sound. &, XFAIELLOSEERS, MEFRIM.

Sentence stress and rhythm. Both are worth
more than accent, and both are faster to fix.

The British Council page makes the point with a joke worth repeating: the teacher writing it worked at a
school with ‘British’ in the name, and students kept asking how to get his British accent. His accent is
Irish. [1

B EE—MEEERNK: XEFBET—MBRFES “British” NERHEP, FELRMEAA AL MAENERXOSE,
MmO E_RER=M, U

MYTHTWO -« #BZ

“The examiner has to agree with my opinion”
‘EERRERNMI

Students spend the preparation minute wondering what the examiner wants to hear. It is wasted time.
FHIDEENEREE “FERRMTA” L. BBEREBEREZNETE,

1. The British Council states it plainly: examiners are not concerned with your opinion; they want you to
demonstrate your speaking ability. [

REXAHEENRWFRERD: TEARXUMINMNS, MIIRBEIIRRTROEED, M

2. So take the position you can develop, not the one you think is safe. If you can give better reasons for
the view you disagree with, argue that one. Nobody is checking your sincerity.
FRLL, E(REERFRIILE, MARMERUA “RE” W17, WRMEENESHNARNB—HLEEFNIER, BHRICHB—
Fo FBAEKREMREREH.

3. This also removes a common Part 3 failure. Candidates who hedge because they are unsure what the
examiner believes end up with no position at all — and no position is a Task Response problem in
Writing and a Fluency and Coherence problem in Speaking.

XAAERRR Part 3 M—ME KR ARNBTEZENILGM—FNEE, RETEHIRNEEIIT. MEEiL, EEER

EESWRIEM, EAERRRASERR-,

deencoxielts.com 2



THE SPEAKING TEST MYTHS - MiEEANMEA®RR Deen Cox IELTS

MYTH THREE * B =

“The examiner looked bored, so | failed”
“EEBERRSHE, BRT”

This is the one that ruins people's afternoons, and it rests on a misunderstanding of what the examiner is
there to do.

X—ZBETREAZTEN—BR, MEBILE—MREZL: TEIIRERTHAH.

The examiner has no duty to help you. The British Council states that the examiner will not prompt
you if you are talking too much or too little, or drifting off the question, and will allow you to make
mistakes without telling you. [

EERBBMHXS, REXUCHENRPHET: MRS, XD SEHE, TEHFARRE; MLHE, whARSEFT.
(1]

So a neutral face is not a bad sign. It is the job. An examiner who nodded and smiled at every answer
would be giving candidates information they are not entitled to, and would be treating one candidate
differently from the next.
FRLA, —KFEENRAEBIMES, MREXNIEERS, IR—1MEENEMEBES LMK, MMEELATETZEINER
, WEREENFAENE £,

And the practical consequence. If nobody is going to tell you that you have drifted off the question,
you have to notice it yourself. That is a skill, and it is trainable: listen to your own last sentence and ask
whether it still answers what was asked.

LIREREMT 4. BASEASREMRAT, (MO MECSEZI. XL, MERLUIZ: hE2RRENIBDIE, 0
ERREEEEE R,

Myth four, briefly. Memorised answers. The British Council says they are very obvious, that examiners
are trained to spot them, and that you will not only lose marks — the examiner may ask harder questions
to establish your real level. [l So the memorised answer does not merely fail to help. It invites a harder
test.

KB, HEiR. 5%%. REXUHEHERT: BREREHE, TEZIENIIEEIRG; (RRNEIN5, EERAEREY
EMMIE, REMRELHKTE, HAUEERRRZEMH, ERBR—ERNEZ L,

IN SHORT * —f)iER4

What to do with this
XX HELHR

Stop working on your accent. Start working on being easy to follow — word endings, sentence stress,
and not disappearing at the end of a sentence.

ABLEOBT. FRE “BREERE ——EARE. 9788, MRArETEIFREEEER.

Choose the opinion you can develop, and stop reading the examiner's face. There is nothing written on
it.

MTEERFANM S, HEFBEEEZENRE, BLATAMES,

And check this brief yourself. Every claim above is on one page, published by the British Council, and
the address is overleaf.

TE, BeENXOXMH. LA —FHBKEREXUEBTHIAFLBNE—IE, WILET—.
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SOURCES * SE R

Check every one of these yourself
S—F#iErE &M

Information correct as of 8 August 2026. Reference Yl is a British Council publication written by a
teacher rather than an examination regulation, so read it as guidance from a test owner rather than as
policy. The band descriptors at 2! are the authority on how Pronunciation is scored, and they are free to
download.

E8#8%E 2026 £ 8 A 8 H, £t [ REEAXUA B SR HBNNE, EERHIT, MIEEAMNE; BREMAREE
NANIES, MIEBERN M, XTFRENMTS, WHEKER @ 9FELIRE, TRETH.
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HittZ Bzt
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