SCORING BRIEFING - DEEN COX IELTS SERIES

Who can actually give you a band score?

WRELRITIT D - EJZI, KB NRELIRHER DK

What IDP published, what “indicative” means, and five questions to ask before you pay

Not your teacher. Not me. Not even IELTS's own practice test — that one is marked by official
IELTS markers and it still calls the result indicative. Yet “//R/2 6.5” gets said in classrooms and
WeChat groups every day. IDP has published a plain answer to this question, and almost nobody
quotes it.

FEIREVENN, A2, EREBESHNEINABRT — BHOBRER TS GMN, KHHNARE SE58U. IR FE
6.51 XA)iE, SXHMEREMREHERGEO. IDP XML T — M ERNER, &8 A5IH.

1 The published answer EH4AHNER

This appears in the FAQ of IDP's teacher training programme — the course teachers take to learn the
assessment criteria.

XEEHILE IDP BUMEHIRZDIERE R E — BRMEEINZE SITDTRERTER )R,

QUESTION, AS PRINTED - [E 1M ] &

“Can teachers award IELTS band scores to students?”

ANSWER, QUOTED IN FULL - 52%¥5|H

“Teachers should not award IELTS band scores using the public Band

Descriptors, but can highlight features in the assessment criteria that
match written and spoken performance.”

— IDP Education, IELTS Teacher Training Program (ielts.idp.com). The identical sentence appears on ielts.com.au. IDP is
one of the three organisations that jointly own IELTS.

What it rules out Taking the published descriptors and announcing a number: “that's a 6.5”. That is
cH T HA4 the practice IDP names and advises against.
EEATFIITEDIRE, BEERE—MF — XZ6.51, XIER IDP S&HREWNHIMIE.

What it explicitly Highlighting features in the assessment criteria that match the performance. A
permits teacher can tell you which criterion your work is weak in and which described
CRRAITF A features it matches — just not convert that into a band.

BHITORERSIRRIMEFFAHE. MR USRIRB—IUREES. At — REF%
BERER—78.

Read the wording It says “should not”, not “must not”, and it is scoped to the public Band

carefully Descriptors. This is professional guidance from IDP — not a law, and not a joint

STEEy statement by all three IELTS partners. | would rather tell you that than overstate
it.

BXZ TRy, A2 751, BREEAFRITFSIENER L, X2 IDP WEWEN, F=2%
7, P FRE=FKEEH,
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Why this source and not another. This is not a blog interpreting IELTS policy. It is IDP, on IDP's own site,
answering the exact question, on the page selling the course that teaches the criteria. | hold both certificates
from that programme — Speaking and Writing, 2026 — which is precisely why | am not going to hand you a
band score.

XAREMEZTXWBERRfFIR, M2 IDP ZEXRMIL L. AEEMINEMERENTIIAE L, BEEEZTX MR-, BiFEZIRENO
BSEEMIKER (2026) , XIERBRASKKIF— N2 EHHREE,

2 Three different things, one word =#F@EMNE, FE—MNA

If official IELTS markers will not call their own result a band score, nobody selling you a mock test should
either.

REEHITD RHAEE CNERTAERD, BAZEELRHAN, BERZXFRT,

OFFICIAL A real IELTS test —» a Test Report Form
EESH

Marked by certified examiners inside the test system and recorded on a Test Report Form,
described by IELTS as “official confirmation and proof of your test results”. This is the only thing a
university or visa office will accept.

HIEW, RINEEENS, BRERSGE L, XERRSEIHE—IEZHRE,

INDICATIVE IELTS ProgreSS Check - an indicative band

BENW IELTS's own official practice test. IDP states it is “assessed and scored by official IELTS markers”,

that the report includes “an indicative overall band score and an indicative band score for each
section”, and that it “is not an official IELTS Test Report Form and cannot be used to apply for
entry to universities, organisations or for visa purposes.”

BEAEFINVL, HEFTDRYI, B T2EL5) 5880 SEHH, HEHRBEXTEEL NS
B, TEATRRAIFEREIL,

NOT A BAND A teacher reading your work - criteria feedback

TRAR Useful — often the most useful thing you will get all month — but IDP's guidance is that it should

be expressed as features of the criteria your work matches, not as a number. A teacher who
hands you “6.5” has given you the least informative part of their own judgement.
XERGREENE, FTERM—EEREHANKRA — B1Z IDP RN, ENYRRN TREtmERRELEss
1, MAR—NEEF. A1R 16.51 BIEIW, 18184 T (RtFIETHE R EREMED.

Sources. IDP — IELTS Progress Check; ielts.org — Getting and sharing your results. The quoted phrases above
are reproduced from those pages, not paraphrased.

3 The real difference is not a secret document Z3IREFHEIMH

The descriptors IELTS publishes the Writing band descriptors (updated May 2023) and the
themselves are Speaking band descriptors on ielts.org, covering every band across all four
published criteria, with the examiner's own rating notes attached. IDP still refers to them as
TSR S 2 AT the “public Band Descriptors”, so treat the published set as what is publicly

available rather than as everything an examiner is trained on.
E1E (2023 F 5 B%EH) SOEBEMITOIREERATRTE elts.org £, BEERFRNUTHRE, HNE
ZEWDUA. IDP AR TAFRITDIREL

What a certified Recruitment by a test centre; a degree and a TEFL/TESOL qualification and
examiner has that a around three years of teaching; approval by a qualified examiner trainer; a
reader of the descriptors certification set proving they can apply the criteria accurately; monitoring at least
does not three times in the first year; and re-standardisation and re-certification
INFEERTREZ & every two years on Cambridge-produced materials. Reading a rubric is not the

same as being calibrated against it and re-checked.
HBERIBE, 2. BFEERSN=ZFHFEY,; RINEEEFIITHE; BIINEBETINE; F—
FEO=REN, SRESMINECHERINL RELE, SHERERE, EMEISE.
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Where that leaves a In between, and no official source addresses it. Someone trained, certified and

former examiner standardised holds internal knowledge and calibration experience a teacher who
BiEEELE has never examined does not have — that is real. What lapses is currency: the

two-year re-standardisation cycle exists because judgement drifts without it. So a
former examiner's reading is well-informed and still not an official score. |
searched the IELTS, British Council and IDP sites for any statement about former
examiners marking commercially and found none in either direction.

NFHEEZE, BEEERABEARE. STIIESINENABILERSMSEENEIMAAEENA
BRIRSREZLY,; 2ANE TR EmZENHIRERKE, BNTEEA D

4 The permitted half is the useful half HAFWIE—F, A2EAN—F

WHAT YOU OFTEN GET - fREZZIH WHAT THE CRITERIA ALLOW - R4 IFEY
“Your writing is about 6.5. Work on vocabulary.” “Task Response is your weakest criterion here. You
MRS VEAIE 6.5, JACBME— Fo. answered one half of a two-part question, and your

position changes between paragraph two and
paragraph four. Fix the position first — that is one
decision, made before you write.”
XERENEESER, MANBRRET—0, FE58
TSR —H FIBIIIE TR — XEBohERT—TNRE.

Which criterion, not Writing and Speaking are each marked on four separate criteria. “6.5” is an
which number average that hides which of the four is dragging you down — and it is almost
BE—I15, REE05 never all four equally.

SE5NESEEIURILINE, 6.5 BFHIE, BET REM—TTEEE.

Which described feature This is the phrase IDP uses, and it is the right one. The descriptors describe

your work matches behaviours — what a response does, how a speaker manages an answer. A
AT ERRNI— R teacher pointing at the behaviour in your own script gives you something you can

change on Tuesday.
XIFZ IDP FRNKRR, WOTERRNETH: —BEZEMT A, —FLENEALREE,

One next action Feedback that ends in a number ends the conversation. Feedback that ends in an
—AT—% instruction starts the work.

MSFERNRG, SRTMIE MESERHRE, FRTEHS.

5 Five questions worth asking before you pay {fZa{ESENE N

Am | getting a band score, or an assessment against the criteria? HEZZNWE— 19, TREFDTRAEM
BOPEE?

A confident, specific answer either way is fine. What should worry you is a seller who has never thought about the
difference.

Who marks it, and when were they last standardised? #ilt%? &r—xXiRENEIIRHARE?

Serving examiners re-standardise every two years. Anyone marking commercially should be able to say something
concrete about their own training — a name, a course, a date.

Will 1 get all four criteria separately, or one number? Z&=ZNTREN D FIRE, TEFE—NERE?
One number for Writing or Speaking is an average of four judgements. Ask for the four.

What exactly should | do differently next time? T—XxFHKEFZEAR?

If the answer is “improve your vocabulary” or “practise more”, you have paid for a number, not for teaching.

Are you promising me a result? {R2EBRFREHED?

Nobody can control what happens in your test. A promised score is the one answer that should end the
conversation.
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None of this is a criticism of any particular teacher or school. They are simply the questions that
separate someone selling you a number from someone teaching you the exam. No band score is promised
anywhere on this site or in any of these documents.

X RFAAH MR ENEMSENG, RBAKRKSD FERE—TMEFHAL 5 TEIREHNAL. FESERFIXEREEERD .

6 Method note E4I77EHEH

Quoted

Attributed precisely

The counter-example,
disclosed

Inference, labelled

Not found, stated as not
found

Opinion

Band descriptors

Credentials

The IDP FAQ sentence, the Progress Check wording, the Test Report Form wording
and the examiner recruitment requirements are quoted from the official pages
cited below, not paraphrased.

The guidance about teachers is IDP's, published by IDP. It is not a joint statement
issued by all three IELTS partners, and this briefing does not present it as one.

The British Council's own Teach IELTS pages take a lighter line, listing uses of the
criteria that include helping a teacher mark a learner's written answers. The two
organisations word this differently, and | would rather show you both than quote
only the one that suits the argument.

“Only a certified examiner may award a band score” is a reasonable inference
from how the system is described. It is not a sentence anyone official has
published, and this briefing does not claim it is. What is published is that teachers
should not, and that even official markers produce only an indicative result.

No official source | could locate addresses former examiners marking work
commercially, in either direction. The absence is reported as an absence.

That a criterion-level explanation is more useful than a number, and that a
promised score should end a conversation, are my views from teaching in Beijing.
Neither is a measured finding.

Descriptor wording is paraphrased throughout and never reproduced.

Certified by IDP Education in Understanding the Assessment Criteria for both
Speaking and Writing (2026). IDP is one of the three organisations that jointly
own IELTS. This is a teacher-training certificate — IELTS has not endorsed this
briefing, the books, or the classes.

My own practice, stated plainly. Mock tests booked through my site are conducted and marked by Mike
Wattie, a former official IELTS examiner. What they produce is an assessment against the four criteria plus an
indicative band — the same word IELTS uses for its own practice product. It is not an official score and it never

will be.

FIGEERFIHREE S EE Mike Wattie EHsH R, FHNERETALEFRMIITHES - I5E08% — SHEEAEI~mFHA
HRRA—H, EFRBEAMS, BXKIZFER,

Sources. IDP — IELTS Teacher Training Program (ielts.idp.com and ielts.com.au); IDP — IELTS Progress Check;
ielts.org — Become an IELTS examiner; ielts.org — Getting and sharing your results; ielts.org — Writing and
Speaking band descriptors; British Council — How IELTS is assessed. Official pages change; if a source has
changed since publication, the source wins. The full briefing with live links is at deencoxielts.com/who-can-

score.html.

SEEEIRSFRE FEFEEN deencoxielts.com/who-can-score.html, EATIEBIAEEH, WESXRERFA—H, UEA N,
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