AN EVIDENCE-BASED BRIEFING HF DN EER

The Word Count Question

FHEREARLSE

Everyone tells you there is a penalty. Nobody can show you where it is written.

FrE NBRSIFIMEET. BB ARSFRESENE,

This brief is different from the others. It does not end with a clear answer, because there is
not one.

XHEHRMEMLHAE. B — T BRRIEIL—EAEELLE,

What is certain is the instruction on the paper: at least 150 words for Task 1, and at least 250 for Task
2. That is published, and it is the same for Academic and General Training.

WENREME LR Task 1 E4A 15038, Task 2 B 25038, XEBAFHY, FALSEYIZEER,

What is not published is any penalty schedule. And when I went looking, the sources contradicted each
other flatly.

REQFR, BEANOAN, MIYREENIME, S PRRERIETE.

The short version

TSI *EhR A

There is no published penalty for writing under the word count. There does not need to be. The band
descriptors already do the work: Band 5 Task Response describes ideas that are limited and not
sufficiently developed, and a short essay cannot escape that description. [!l Write enough to develop
your points. The word count is a symptom, not the target.

FHRBHEELATNINAAN, BRFER. IENNERZBETHR T XHE: 5 SHESMERERANHME “MaBR. B
AARE” , M—RAENERTEX MR, U ERRURFRNMSE. FHEER, T2

PARTONE « E£—&f%

What four sources say, and how they disagree
MmPRBFEEAR, URENMNEAFE

All four are widely read. All four are talking about the same rule. I am not naming them, because the
point is the disagreement, not the authors.

XOMKFEHBRZAE, HAOEEE—FIN, HFRE, BAERETALES, MAEFEE,
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A well-known teacher site: — NHIZ DRI ©

Afixed penalty existed and was removed in BEBEENS, 2018 FHEUVE T ——H#7RW: EAMRLAE, XMERARE
mid-2018 — adding that there was no official ~ FEEAR.

announcement, and the information was

supposed to be sensitive.

A former examiner: —fURIEE:

The explicit penalty structure has changed, AV FMNE T, BER—F——RMEASINSD, BAFHRDMHEER 7T
but the outcome is the same — you still lose PaX Vi

marks, because you cannot satisfy the

descriptors in too few words.

Several agency sites: ZAHT i

An automatic deduction is described as EEmND HELRIELER, BIEM E—PRERF,
current fact, sometimes with a specific figure

attached.

Others still: HH—LE:

An upper limit is asserted — that writingtoo BB LR——FAZ WIS, X—&FRLEERKIE BEEHNE “EL
much is penalised. For this there is no basis at
all. The instruction says ‘at least’ .

Notice what the first source is really saying: that a rule was changed, that it was never announced, and
that we are supposed to know about it anyway. That should make you cautious about all four.

ARE-POHRREFLERMGA: MUKT, MRQE, BRITGENAE, XRZL RN RRBRIFE S,

PART TWO * SBZZf49

The mechanism nobody argues about
=B AFINRIARH

Set the penalty question aside. There is something published, free, and not disputed by anyone, and it
answers the practical question completely.

£ “FERNAND” BE—8. B—HAaAN. REN. REEFRASNOIXY, EXL2BE T KR

1. Band 5 Task Response describes ideas that are limited and not sufficiently developed. Band 7
requires that main ideas are presented, extended and supported. [

5 0MESIR, HANE “MRBR. BAFRRE . 1HERTENSBIRASXE, [

2. So the question is not “how many words am I allowed to lose?” It is: can you extend and support
three or four ideas in fewer than 250 words? In practice, no. Not because a rule forbids it, but
because there is not room.

FrlE@fg “DEZWMEasN%E 9" , e (ReeAARE 25037, =M EBRHZIEERE? Lhr EHAE. R
REAMUWELL, MERARERE.

3. This is why I do not teach word counting. A student who is counting is not developing, and the
counting itself costs time that developing would have used better.

EMERTEBFHNER —MERFHENFE, BZRERANR; MAFHRESIERHNE, KeTLUAKRE.
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PART THREE *+ B=%%

What to actually do
LPREAM

Four practical points, none of which require you to resolve the penalty argument.

MESEARN. RAE—FFRMERBERBIX TN,

1. Write a buffer, not a target. Aim comfortably above the minimum so that a miscount or a
crossed-out line cannot drop you under. Never aim for exactly 250.

1LAHCHERE, MARFH. SELUETRER L, IERE—RIIE—ITHASIULMKIL T, KEFEEHFTS 250 1,

2. On screen, the machine counts for you. From 1 September 2026 mainland China is computer-only,
and a live word count is on the screen. That removes the estimating problem entirely — and removes the
excuse for spending exam time counting.

2. IBEEHRY, 2026 F9 B 1 BEFEKRMHEENE, BRLEXRNFH, GEMNEEMRILELR——RREEXTEES L
HFHEED.

3. Protect Task 2. It is worth twice as much as Task 1. If time is short, an under-developed Task 2 costs
far more than a short Task 1.

3. %R Task 2, EMDER Task 1 B, BYE]AREEEY, Task 2 BAAREHIRN, =T Task 1 55T,

4. If you are consistently short, the problem is planning. Students who run out of words have run
out of ideas, and that is decided in the first five minutes, not the last five.

4. MRMFEREFRE, NETHEEASHE. IFNARES;, MXAEFRETFIEDH, FERERESH.

And on the upper limit. There is no maximum. But a very long essay is usually a padded one, and
padding costs marks in Coherence and Task Response. Long is not the same as developed.

XF LR, BB LR, BIEEKNXEBERIKN, MIPKkKEERESESWN LTS K, FETFEM.
IN SHORT * —f)iEB4

What to do with this
XX ELH

Stop asking whether there is a penalty. Nobody can show you the document, and it does not change
what you should do.

SERE “FRINAINS” 7o ZBARIEIMNEELRE, MAEUAREMZEAM.

Write enough to extend and support your ideas, and the count looks after itself. That is not a trick — it
is what the descriptors are asking for.

BB, XBF, FREAMBE T, XFERIGT—XRENSIHEEN R,

And notice what this brief did not do: it did not invent an answer to a question that has no published

answer. Be suspicious of anything that does.
TEFRACEMNE: EEEAN—TEEAAERNETE—IER. LEXAMH, EBISHRFFE.
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SOURCES * SE R

Check every one of these yourself
S—F#iErE &M

Information correct as of 8 August 2026. The four conflicting positions in Part One are
summarised from live sources and are not quoted verbatim; I have not named them because the
disagreement is the point, not the authors. If an official penalty schedule is published, or if you can
locate one, please write and tell me and I will correct this brief.

S8 8E 2026 £ 8 A 8 Ho F—MOMNMFF BEYEARBELKRIEE, FEF5IH; TR, RANEREDKAESM
FEE. MREALFHTHNOMN, SHIREEKREI—, BEFK, RIBIEF
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+X5|H
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HittZ Bzt
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