AN EVIDENCE-BASED BRIEFING HF DN EER

Who Is Teaching You?

EIETEHIR?

Passing a test measures your English. It does not measure your ability to teach it.

E3—15EE, MHZRIREIRIE, ERNIREERIENEEN.

Before anything else, my conflict of interest. I sell teaching and I sell books. A brief
telling you to be careful about cheaper tutors obviously suits me, and you should discount it
accordingly.

FBFAIFIEEARRME. 2R, B2H. —IREMNOEEZIMNXHE, BANEER, BHEMMTMIREE.

So I have written it so that you do not have to trust me. Every test in here is something you can apply
yourself, in one conversation, before you pay anybody — including me.
FIURIBEE R T AR EMEERNET. XPE—MYKRAS%E, (FETUBSH, —/NEME T —EREE AT 25
, BIER.

And to be clear about what this is not: it is not about qualifications, and it is not a claim that a 7.5
candidate has nothing to offer you. Some of them have a great deal.

WIEPHAXNRRMHA: ERBRERERILED, BREH—1 7.5 DNELENRELEY, MITHPBELANRLIRRS,.

The short version

bS]

A high scorer can tell you what they did. That is genuinely useful. What most cannot do is look at your
work and say which of the four criteria is capping you, and why. That is a different skill, and it is the
one you are actually paying for. This brief gives you five ways to find out which you are getting.

— I EATLERSIRMEEAMY, XHEER. EXZHABTINZ: FEFENER, HEOMESMEZH—MRE
TIR, URATA. BRI —MEe, BERMAEENRAE, INXLMANIE, DPHREEIBZH—M,

PARTONE « E£—&f%

What a high scorer genuinely can give you
BREERIFAIRNREA

I want to be fair here, because the opposite of a bad claim is not the opposite claim.

X—PNHEELAFT—R. —MERWENRE, F—EMEEE,
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Recent, first-hand experience. e —F 20,

They sat the test this year. They know the MSENZL, MAEZT. Tk, BE, URIMER, —MLXxEE 2015
room, the timing, the screen, and what it FWEIN, FELE,

feels like. A teacher who last sat it in 2015

does not.

Shared starting point. FEEAE R

They made the same mistakes you are MBI ARIETEICHIEE, R— 1 EHE, MEMERAH, BEELMHIS, MERES

making, in the same first language, and quite ~ A&17o
recently. That is real empathy, and it is

motivating.

Practice partnership. SRS

Somebody to speak with, four evenings a —MNEREN LR RIE. A RLLREMOA. XEEEMNE, MEFTFEL
week, who will not let you skip it. That has Ko

genuine value, and it does not require a

specialist.

If that is what you need and what you are paying for, you may be getting good value. The problem is
when it is sold as something else.

IMRXERMMEBEN. HRIMRAHEN, BIRAIEXFRE. FEET: ERIAMS—MARERELSIR.

PART TWO * SBZZf49

The thing that is genuinely hard
HIFFERYAR S

Here is the specific limitation, and it is not about status. It is about what passing a test actually
demonstrates.

TEEAENRR. EXXEM, MXF “Ed—15ZR" FRIERT 4.

1. Passing measures your own English. Teaching requires diagnosing someone else's. Those are
separate abilities, and being excellent at the first tells you almost nothing about the second.

3, INZIRECHEE, H¥F, FESHANANREE, XERMES, Mai—Mbe, LPRAERTE—H.

2. A high scorer often cannot explain why they scored well, because they were not doing it consciously.
Ask them why a sentence works and you may get “it just sounds better” — which is true, and useless
to you.

BATLEAEHAERSHTARES, EAMIENHREERIRMEM, MEMXaAtAl, BENFEE “HENE
Bl” ——XEXiE, BXRER.

3. So they teach what they can articulate, which is usually what worked for them: their templates,
their memorised openers, their phrases. That is the mechanism by which one person's lucky essay
becomes fifty students' identical essay.

TFRMRERMRSLRNARA, MINBEMEMMERNBE: MAVERR, MENFX MNTF. —PARIZEF—
RIEX, MEXHFERAE+MFEE—R—HFRIEXR.
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PART THREE *+ B=%%

Five tests you can apply yourself
A MRE S EEMRAYIRIE

None of these requires you to know anything about teaching. All five work in a single conversation, and a
good teacher will welcome every one of them.

XAFHMARBRIMERF . —RiEmEEHAL, M—NMFEREREE—F.

1. Give them something you wrote and ask which criterion is capping you. The answer should
name one of four — Task Response, Coherence and Cohesion, Lexical Resource, or Grammatical Range
and Accuracy — and point at the evidence. “Your vocabulary needs work” is not an answer. “Lexical
Resource, because these five collocations are not English” is.

1. (i —RIFENRE, RM—BUESRERET IR, TRNZRB/MMZ—, FEHIHE “REACEME F25%; °
RBIECI, AAXAMEEREFTXANR" 7 2o

2. Ask what you should fix this week — and how many things. A useful answer is one or two. A list
of ten means they have not prioritised, and you will fix none of them.

2. [ EZR M A ——LARERLT . BANERE—IA . JIH+1, REtRERRE, mir—NMeRT,

3. Ask them to explain a rule, not to state it. Not “don’t use comma splices” — why do Chinese
speakers write them? A teacher who knows the cause can fix the pattern. One who only knows the rule
can only mark it.

3.iLRRRE—RAN, MARE—KAN, F2 TERESERD , ME: PXHFBEEAFTASXAE? MERENEN
RepueRAMEL; RAEMNEY, REELIRR .

4. Ask how many students they have taught, and what happened to them. Not their own score —
their students’. Somebody who has taught fifty people has seen fifty different problems. Somebody who
has taken the test once has seen one.

4. RfeFI ZOFE, FRNE, FREMMESHSE, MEMFEN, BIRA+TTANEN, LEE+MHREMRR; R
F—RIAA, R —,

5. Ask what they would tell you not to do. Anyone can list techniques. Knowing what does not work —
and being willing to say so when it costs them a sale — is the clearest signal you will get.

5. R EHIFRFEMBH 4. EHRETIH—HRIT, MEARA—HEERXSI M DR —R AR ——2MERINE

BEHES.
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INSHORT * —a)iEELE

What to do with this
XX ELH

Do not ask what score they got. Ask them to look at your work and tell you something you did not
already know.

REEME T Z D5, ILWERBER, HH—HRE S AAEHNE,

Cheap and honest is better than expensive and vague. A patient practice partner who says “I am not
qualified to mark your writing” is worth more than a confident stranger who is wrong.

BEMKSE, BISEMESL. —MER “RRARNHUBRNEE HESIUE, E— P BEMHEROBEEAEENE.

And use all five tests on me. I have told you what I sell. Now make me diagnose something.

RXAFHEMPAERS L. REESFREAEMHAT. WE, LHISHRFRE,
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Check every one of these yourself
S—F#iErE &M

Information correct as of 8 August 2026. And a declaration, repeated. I sell IELTS teaching and
IELTS books, so I have a commercial interest in how you answer the question in the title. That is
precisely why every test in Part Three is one you apply yourself, to anybody, without needing my
judgement. Apply them to me. If I cannot pass my own five questions, do not buy anything from me
either.

EEEE 2026 88 H, UK, BFRA—R, KEHBRESHBES, FTAENEREEELHH. XIESH
FTAE=HONE—FKK, HESRESHTUNERAERN, TEEATILAAE,. ERERS L. IRRBCIFTXERE
X, WIBEFREXHNERKRA.
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